



A State Chapter of the  
International Literacy Association 


presents

 

Literacy 
Super 
Heroes 

LAT 2018 
Annual Conference 

Embassy Suites, Murfreesboro, TN 
December 2-4, 2018 

Literacy 
Association of 

Tennessee



!2 Literacy Super Heroes



Table of Contents 
Learning Strands for Breakout Sessions	 4 
From the LAT Chair, Julie Stepp	 5 
From the LAT Conference Chair, Michael Shoulders	 6 
2018-2019 LAT Officers & Committee Chairs	 7 
Conference At-a-Glance	 8 
Breakout Session Planner	 9 
Sunday, December 2	 10 

Opening Session, 1:00 - 2:30 10 
Pam Muñoz Ryan	 10 

Exhibit Hall Snack Break, 2:30 - 3:00 10 
Breakout Sessions, 3:00 - 3:50 11 
Breakout Sessions, 4:00 - 4:50 15 
LAT Board Dinner and Meeting, 5:00 - 6:30 17 

Sip and Sign, 5:30 - 7:00	 18 
Monday, December 3	 20 

General Session, 8:00 - 9:45 20 
Bernadette Dwyer, ILA President	 20 
Marvin Terban	 20 

Exhibit Hall Break, 9:45 - 10:00 21 
Breakout Sessions, 10:00 - 10:50 21 
Breakout Sessions, 11:00 - 11:50 25 
Authors’ Luncheon 12:00 - 1:30 27 

Janet Stevens	 27 
Ruta Sepetys 	 27 

Exhibit Hall Break, 1:30 - 2:00 27 
Breakout Sessions, 2:00 - 2:50 28 
Exhibit Hall Break, 3:00 - 3:30 31 
Keynote Session, 3:30 - 5:00 32 

Stephanie Harvey	 32 
Scholastic Reception with Stephanie Harvey, 5:30 - 7:00	 32 
Tuesday, December 4	 33 

General Session, 8:00- 9:00 33 
Ernest Morell	 33 

Poster Sessions, 9:10 - 10:30 34 
Cambridge A & B	 34 

Breakout Sessions, 9:10 - 10:00 37 
Breakout Sessions, 10:10 - 11:00 39 
Breakout Sessions, 11:10 - 12:00 41 

Tuesday Literacy Institute, 9:15 - 3:45	 44 
Presenters’ Bios	 45 
History of LAT Leadership	 50 

Past Tennessee Reading Association State Coordinators 50 
TRA Past Presidents 50 

Conference Center Map	 51 
Exhibitors	 52 
Take note….	 54 
Certificate of Attendance	 55

lat.wildapricot.org !3

Table of Contents



LEARNING STRANDS FOR BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Children’s & Young Adult Literature	 L 

Coaching & Literacy Leadership	 C 

Content Area Literacy	 A 

Exceptional & Diverse Learners	 D 

Engaging Classroom Instruction	 E 

Foundational Skills	 F 

Read to be Ready	 R 

Innovating with Technology	 T 

Literacy Policy, Advocacy, & Research	 P 

Standards & Assessment	 S 

Teacher Preparation & Professional Dev.	 U

  

 

!4 Literacy Super Heroes

Keep an eye out for:  

Featured Speakers 

Authors and Illustrators

Facebook 
Literacy Association of Tennessee 

Twitter 
@tnreads 

Instagram 
tnreads 

Share your experiences, new insight, and network!

#tnreads18



FROM THE LAT CHAIR, JULIE STEPP 

What is your superpower? Mine has been known to be patience. It took 
me many years to hone this power… to about a level 7. To do this, I 
have focused on a few things: 

Take a deep breath before responding.  
Re-read emails before sending. 
 Listen. 
Practice empathy. 

It’s a daily journey.  
The past few years with LAT have tried my patience (and others) in 
many small and sometimes monumental ways. Much of that came via 
the transition of our parent organization to becoming the International 
Literacy Association. It was a slow and tedious process fraught with 
confusion, but it was also a beautiful change - a movement towards a 
more holistic idea of literacy. 
Now, our Tennessee organization has made the change to better encompass literacy by becoming 
the Literacy Association of Tennessee. In many ways, our organization is leading other states 
forward. The local chapters throughout the state have made some adjustments to names and 
processes while welcoming new and renewed chapters along the way. We all have quite a ways to 
go - revamping policies and procedures, exploring better ways of existing and communicating, and 
building our memberships to better represent the amazing diversity of this great state. 
Over the past year, you may have heard me repeat the quote “change is inevitable, growth is 
optional.” I truly believe that, even during the times when my patience is tried and I’d rather just 
keep things simple and safe. Thank you for coming along on our journey of change. Thank you 
showing your support by attending this conference and being part of local chapters.  
I hope over the next few days you learn something new that changes even a small aspect of your 
teaching, your environment, or even your life in a positive way. If you do, please tell the person who 
shared with you - better yet, share it with others.  
One last thing. We would love to see you share your superpower and grow in LAT leadership. If 
you would be interested, come talk to me, other board members, or your local chapter’s leaders. 
We want to see more Literacy Super Heroes continue to change and grow literacy across 
Tennessee! 

Julie 

Dr. Julie Stepp 
2018-19 LAT Chair 
Assistant Professor, Tennessee Tech University 
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FROM THE LAT CONFERENCE CHAIR, MICHAEL 
SHOULDERS 

Yes, Virginia, There Really are Super Heroes 

Virginia, your friends are wrong. Super Heroes are not just fictional 
characters seen in movies. The ones they speak of use superhuman 
capabilities to turn terrible situations into satisfying conclusions in less 
than two hours. They shoot webs from wrists; throw lassos of truth; 
and protect themselves with impermeable shields. 
In reality, Literacy Super Heroes walk among us every day. They rise 
before the sun. Instead of capes, they don smart outfits from 
Christopher & Banks. They arrive on the scene, not just in the nick of 
time, but hours before you and your friends walk into a school. They 
remain past their appointed times of duty providing extra help to our 
fellow citizens. 
Literacy Super Heroes do not work as fast as a speeding bullet, but 
over days, through weeks, and across years. You see, Virginia, 
serious problems are not resolved by the time we reach the bottom of 
a popcorn bag. It takes patience and understanding to solve real 
problems in a non-fictional world. 
The Super Heroes among us don’t possess X-ray vision. But, they do have the ability to see what 
mere mortals cannot: 

They spot the anxious and calm them.  
They witness the bullied and comfort them.  
They detect the abused and convince them somebody cares.  
They see those who are different and assure them they are not alone.  
They value accomplishments and provide creative ways to celebrate.  

Literacy Super Heroes continually develop and strengthen their powers! That’s why, Virginia, many 
of them have gathered in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, without masks, tights, or utility belts. They are 
here to learn what they can do to propel students forward…so ALL citizens live a better life. 
Yes, Virginia, there really are Super Heroes. They exist as certainly as there is hope, compassion, 
and love. They sacrifice their lives and pocketbooks in order for the rest of us to obtain our desires. 
Alas! How dreary would be the world if there were no REAL Super Heroes. It would be as dreary as 
if there were no Virginias. 
SUPER HEROES WALK AMONG US. 
THEY ARE REAL. 
THEY ARE THE ONES that grow the hearts and minds of children. 

Michael 
Michael Shoulders 
2018 LAT Conference Coordinator 
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2018-2019 LAT OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
State Officers 2018-2019 
Chair	 Julie Stepp 
Chair-Elect	 Susan Price 
Secretary	 Teresa Jenkins 
Treasurer	 Sandy Smith 
Board Members 2018-2019 
Immediate Past Chair (President)	 Mary Truka 
Membership At-Large-Director 	 Karen Carpenter 
State Coordinator	 Randy Kincaid 
District Coordinators 

West/Middle Tennessee	 Mary Truka 
East/Middle Tennessee	 Melanie Collins 
West Tennessee 	 Mary Pullen 
East Tennessee 	 Kristen Trent 
At-Large-Director	 Mike Shoulders 

LAT Committees of the Board 
Advisory Board - Immediate Past Chair	 Mary Truka 
Finance/Audit - Treasurer	 Sandy Smith 
Governance - Chair 	 Julie Stepp 
Chair Support - Chair-Elect 	 Susan Price 
LAT Special Committees 
Advocacy/Legislative	 Helen Perkins & Zack Barnes 
Awards, Grants and Scholarships 

Awards	 Jill Barnett 
Exemplary Reading	 Randy Kincaid 
Promotion of Reading	 Mary Pullen 
Scholarships	 LaShay Jennings 
Support Storytelling	 Tamara Retchless 

Communications and Public Relations 
Social Media	 Kim Harkreader 
Website	 Mike Shoulders 
Journal	 Janolyn King 
Newsletter	 Stephanie Gottschalk 

Community Service and Outreach 
Celebrate Literacy	 Mallory Lemley 
Community Projects	 Gale Collett 
Conference	 Michael Shoulders 
Family Literacy	 Claudette Fizer 
International Projects	 Ann Manginelli 

Diversity	 Natalia Ward 
Membership Recruitment and Retention	 Karen Carpenter 
Studies and Research	 Rachael Flynn-Hopper 
Active Past Presidents 

Betty Roe 
Mary Pullen 
Sandy Smith 
Randy Kincaid 
Margaret Deitrich 

Cathy Moran 
Melanie Collins 
Mike Roe 
Nancy Carter 
Mary Truka 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CONFERENCE AT-A-GLANCE 
SUNDAY 
11:30 - 4:00	 REGISTRATION 
12:00	 Exhibit Hall Opens 
1:00 - 2:30	 Opening Session - Oakleigh A, B, & C  
	 	 Keynote - Pam Muñoz Ryan 
2:30 - 3:00	 Exhibit Hall Break - Scavenger Hunt Sunday 
	 	 Snack Break in Exhibit Hall 
3:00 - 3:50	 Breakout Sessions 
4:00 - 4:50	 Breakout Sessions 
5:00 - 6:30	 LAT Board Meeting (invite only) 
5:30 - 7:00	 Sip and Sign - Hotel Lobby 
	 	 various authors 

MONDAY 
7:00 - 3:00	 REGISTRATION 
8:00 - 9:50	 General Session - Oakleigh A, B, & C 
	 	 Keynotes - Bernadette Dwyer 
	 	 Keynote - Marvin Terban 
10:00 - 10:50	 Breakout Sessions 
11:00 - 11:50	 Breakout Sessions 
12:00 - 1:30	 Authors’ Luncheon 
	 	 Janet Stevens and Ruta Sepetys 
1:30 - 2:00	 Exhibit Hall Break - Mystery Elf Monday 
2:00 - 2:50	 Breakout Sessions 
3:00 - 3:30	 Exhibit Hall Break - Mystery Elf Monday 
3:30 - 5:00	 General Session (LAT Awards) - Oakleigh A, B, & C 
	 	 Keynote - Stephanie Harvey 
5:30 - 7:00	 Scholastic Reception with Stephanie Harvey - Mirabella C & D 

TUESDAY 
7:30 - 9:30	 REGISTRATION 
8:00 - 9:00	 General Session - Oakleigh A, B, & C 
	 	 Keynote - Ernest Morrell 
9:10-10:30	 Poster Sessions - Cambridge A & B 
9:10 - 10:00	 Breakout Sessions 
10:10 - 11:00	 Breakout Sessions 
11:10 - 12:00	 Breakout Sessions 
12:00	 Closing Remarks and Door Prizes in Exhibit Hall 
9:15 - 3:45	 Literacy Institute - Tanny McGregor & Kami Butterfield - Oakleigh B & C 
	 	 (must have preregistered) 
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BREAKOUT SESSION PLANNER 




Session Title Room Alternate Session/Rm

Sunday

3:00 - 3:50

Sunday

4:00 - 4:50

Monday

10:00 - 10:50

Monday

11:00 - 11:50

Monday

2:00 - 2:50

Tuesday

9:10 - 10:00

Tuesday

10:10 - 11:00

Tuesday

11:00 - 12:00

lat.wildapricot.org !9



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Opening Session, 1:00 - 2:30 
Oakleigh A, B, C




Pam Muñoz Ryan 

Hope and Unexpected Heroes 


Pam Muñoz Ryan shares her beginnings and 
belongings and her evolution from teacher to writer 
and author, and the often unlikely influences in her life. 
Pam is the 2018 U.S. nominee for the international 
Hans Christian Anderson Award. Ms. Ryan is the 
recipient of the Kirkus Prize, Newbery Honor, Pura 
Belpré Award, NEA’s Human and Civil Rights Award, 
the Américans Award, the PEN USA award, and 
Orbis Pictus Award. 

 

Exhibit Hall Snack Break, 2:30 - 3:00 
Come and visit with our Exhibitors! 
See pages 52-53 for a complete list of Exhibitors. 
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Thanks to our

snack sponsors!

Sunday

TN



 
Breakout Sessions, 3:00 - 3:50 

Writing with 💛 Mrs. Good Choice💛

Author💛 Dawn Young 
Broadlands A 
A D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5  
Dawn Young 

Attendees will be given hands on materials and ideas 
to help Teach Children the Five Steps in Publishing 
Good Writing.  
 
Beyond Donuts for Dads - Family 
Literacy Grants  
Broadland B 
L C A | Levels: ALL 
Claudette Fizer 

Go beyond Donuts for Dads / Muffins for Moms to 
get creative with Family Engagement Events. Make 
the most of your family nights by adding that 
"academic push". Don't have funding for 
extraordinary events? We have grants! Kim 
Harkreader and Mary Truka, recipients of last years 
Family Lit Grant, will share their award-winning 

ideas! Information will be given on other LAT grants 
as well.  

Science, Social Studies, and Stories: 
Building Quality Integrated Units With 
Engaging Text 
Cambridge A 
L A E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Patti Butas 

The presenter will share engaging texts that integrate 
with the current science and social studies 
standards. The participants will be introduced to 
visual maps they can utilize to deepen the students’ 
understanding of the science/social studies content. 
Several end-of-unit culminating tasks will be shared 
with the participants with an emphasis on student 
writing in response to the highlighted texts. 
Participants will come away armed with strategies to 
use in developing units that integrate reading with 
science and social studies. 
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CONTENT AREA 
COLLECTIONS FOR 
YOUR CLASSROOMS 

 » Collections aligned to content 
area standards like NGSS, C3 and 
Tennessee Social Studies Standards 

 » Cutting-edge STEM titles, including 
new titles to support school 
makerspaces  

 » Literacy experts to create FREE 
custom booklists specific to your 
budget and curriculum 

 » 15,000 FREE Teacher Resources to 
make lesson planning easy

 » 25% DISCOUNT + FREE SHIPPING

Learn more about our new 
Content Area collections! Shop 
Booksource.com or contact your 
Tennessee Sales Representative:

Chris Opstad  
Sales Consultant 
copstad1960@gmail.com

With over 30,000 titles and curated collections of authentic, leveled literature, 
Booksource makes it easy to find engaging books that support comprehension in 
every content area—including science, social studies, math and more.



Teach What You Value: Aligning 
Language, Tools, and Behaviors 
Cambridge B 
C T | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Admin, Lit 
Coach 
Vanessa Christofoli 

How cohesive is your literacy instruction? In this 
session we’ll examine the core values of literacy 
experts in the field, and allow you time to assess and 
reflect on your own values around literacy instruction. 
Leave with a process you can replicate to help your 
district articulate what is valued-what you give energy 
to, invest in, support and measure-and how those 
values impact student-centered teaching and 
learning. 
 
Comprehension Strategies that Stick  
Mirabella A 
L D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8  
Deborah Rosenow 

This session will explore comprehension strategies 
that help students unpack and dig deep into text and 
text structures. Participants will explore and apply 
various comprehension strategies to texts that lead to 
identifying key ideas, details, and analyzing craft and 
structure. 

Can We Skip Lunch and Keep Writing? 
Collaborating in Class and Online 
Mirabella B 
F T | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Lit Coach 
Julie Ramsay 

How can we motivate our digital-age students to 
embrace writing? By guiding them into finding a 
relevant reason to write and providing them with an 
authentic audience, they become highly engaged in 
creating and communicating through their writing, 
across content areas. With a collaborative 
environment supported by digital tools, learners 
address their individual needs and interests, and step 
from the role of learner to leader by becoming 
experts at genre, mode, and content areas. 
 

Curric Lit (not to be confused with 
Chick Lit) 
Mirabella D 
L A E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8 
Carrie Clabo, MIchele Bowman 

During this session, attendees will learn how to 
match and utilize print or e-books with math, social 
studies, and science standards at the elementary 
level. 

Using the Seesaw app to document 
student learning 
Mirabella C 
T | Levels: PreK-2, ELL 
Tammi Dobson, Jordan Bartlett 

This session is for K-2 teachers who are interested in 
having students use the Seesaw app to document 
their learning throughout the year. This app provides 
an easy way for parents to see their child’s daily work 
and growth in the literacy classroom. It allows 
students to take pictures, record video, record their 
voice, draw or type. Teachers will learn how to use 
the basic functions of the app and will get hands on 
experience in doing simple Seesaw activities. 
Teachers will be shown examples of how the app has 
been used successfully in 1st grade classrooms. 

Formative Assessment Technology 
Tools 
Mirabella I 
E T | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Higher Ed, 
ELL, Lit Coach 

Angela Stone, Cheryl Lambert, Joanna Zimmerle  
Use technology to leverage student engagement and 
teacher efficiency. Participants will be presented with 
an array of technology tools to engage students, 
formatively assess work and provide various 
resources for student work products. Features of the 
tools will be demonstrated, then participants will have 
the opportunity to engage with a sampling of tools. 
Strategies to use in a reading lesson will be modeled. 
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Literacy for Multimodal Learners 
Mirabella G 
A E T | Levels: 6-8, 9-12 
Shimikqua Ellis, Sarah Campbell 

This presentation aims to infuse the digital cultural 
experience into the writing process. We will discuss 
how new multimodal literacies connect to the old. 
Participants will develop strategies for engagement, 
rigor, relevance, and publication. 

MIS: Making Information Stick, 
Questioning and Thinking Techniques 
Mirabella H 
A E | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 
Janet Parker, Beth Christian, Ph.D. 

Have you ever experienced "I-taught -it-but-they-
didn't-learn-it"? When utilizing content area interactive 
notebooks and Dinah Zike's Foldables (TM) with 
effective questioning and higher order thinking skills, 
information will stick. Students become the text 
investigators when teachers pose inquiry-based 
activities. Participants will be engaged in a make-it-
take-it workshop with activities ready to be 
implemented in your classroom. Roll up your sleeves 
and get busy creating activities your students will 
enjoy. Ideal session for teachers wanting to enhance 
their questioning techniques. 

Up Close with Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Oakleigh A 
L | Levels: ALL 

Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Informal questions and answer session about 
publishing, research, and the author’s titles. 

Becoming a Superhero Sidekick: 
Encouraging Parents to realize their 
Super Power in teaching foundational 
literacy at home 
Mirabella J 
F | Levels: PreK-2, Lit Coach, Caregiver 
Katy Zamer 

Dynamic Roles: Superheroes and Sidekicks; 
teachers and families share this dynamic role. When 
families and teachers work together literacy 
foundations can develop and strengthen. During this 
session attendees will consider a variety of ways to 
increase family engagement in the home. Samples of 
activities as well as ways to keep family/school 
communication open will be shared. 
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Activating the Brain's Emotional 
Systems for "Warp-Speed" Access to 
Phonics Skills for Reading AND Writing! 
Oakleigh B 
C E F | Levels: PreK-2, Admin, ELL, Lit Coach 
Katie Garner 

Did you know that the brain has a “backdoor” for 
learning that can be easily hacked into? Good 
magicians know this and take full advantage of it, 
as can great teachers! Transform letter sounds and 
tricky phonics skills into child’s play by targeting 
the brain's social emotional learning systems, and 
give kids "warp-speed" access to ALL of the code 
needed to read and to write! Uncover learning 
loopholes rooted in brain science and take away 
multisensory ”brain-changing” teaching tools that 
will leave you armed and ready for Monday 
morning!  

Heroes look like me! The (super)power 
of diverse literature in the elementary 
classroom 
Oakleigh C 
L | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Rachael Ross 

This session will provide a rationale for the 
importance of incorporating diverse children’s 
literature in the elementary classroom. Participants will 
reflect on idea that books can serve as mirrors, 
windows, and sliding glass doors (Bishop, 1990) for 
students as they learn about themselves and the 
world around them. Suggestions will be provided for 
selecting high-quality, multicultural texts that reflect 
the diversity seen in our classrooms today. Teachers 
will leave with a sense of how to locate diverse 
literature as well as applicable strategies for using 
these texts in the classroom.  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Breakout Sessions, 4:00 - 4:50 

Dyslexia: The Inner Child 
Broadlands A 
D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Jameha Gardner, Wade Myhan, Finee' Downing 

Dyslexia is often misunderstand and students with 
Dyslexia are overlooked. Let’s start to understand the 
true meaning of Dyslexia and how to insure student 
success. We will examine Dyslexic students and 
literacy strategies that work.  

Help Your Teachers to Teach More and 
Argue Less! 
Broadlands B 
C D U | Levels: Higher Ed, Admin, Lit Coach 
Jennifer Moore 

In order for literacy instruction to be successful, it is 
imperative that students have the appropriate 
behaviors they need to engage with each other, as 
well as the materials they are expected to learn from. 
Classroom teachers may need support in helping 
students learn these behaviors. This workshop 
focuses on helping leaders learn how to help 
teachers develop the strategies to create a culture of 
positive student learning behavior. A skilled coach or 
administrator can help a teacher learn how to 
respond to and redirect students in productive ways 
with the tools they learn in this workshop.  

Making a Super Reader Through 
Differentiated Instruction 
Cambridge A 
D E | Levels: PreK-2, Admin, ELL, Lit Coach, 
Caregiver 
Faye Crow 

Participants will gain knowledge of scientifically-based 
multi-sensory strategies for reaching multiple types of 
learners through a single of presentation that is easy 
to plan and implement, keeping learners actively 
involved in lessons and applying skills to other areas 
of the curriculum.  
Participants will experience differentiated instruction 
with hands-on examples of strategies utilizing music, 
movement, art, and more to raise literacy 
achievement of all students, including ELL, gifted, 
autistic, and high poverty populations. 

Istation Superheroes to the Rescue! 
Come join the RED CAPE NATION and 
see how 4.5M student subscribers 
grow to new heights! 
Cambridge B 
E T S | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Admin, 
ELL, Lit Coach 
Ann Patterson 

Getting Started with Istation. Come join the RED 
CAPE NATION! At Istation, we believe every student 
deserves to feel like a superhero. Our logo with a 
child wearing a red cape was inspired by this belief! 
Come see how through our assessments that are 
game-like and engaging, students get the instruction 
they need when they need it. Istation offers 
educational technology and tools which schools 
need for differentiated instruction. Perfect for RTI/
MTSS. Immediate online reports present accurate 
results and relevant statistics. Over a thousand 
lesson plans and automated tools help customize 
instruction. 

Developing Dynamic Decoders 
Mirabella A 
D E F | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Deborah Rosenow 

How can you empower emerging and early readers 
to reach independence with word-solving strategies? 
Participants will engage in a variety of word work 
activities that support decoding, phonics, phonemic 
awareness, and writing. Learn how this powerful 
instruction can enhance guided reading lessons and 
lead students to become successful in unlocking 
text. 
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Learning Around the World in Eight 
Ways 
Mirabella B 
E T | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Lit Coach 
Julie Ramsay 

With today’s multitude of digital learning opportunities, 
how do we find connections that will blend into our 
curriculum while positively impacting each one of our 
student’s learning? By using digital tools and global 
projects, you can empower your students to connect 
with their peers worldwide to collaborate, 
communicate, and create authentic learning 
experiences across content areas and grade levels. 
Learn about existing projects like the Global Read 
Aloud, International Dot Day, Global Genius Hour, 
Mystery Skype, and Quadblogging, as well as 
strategies for beginning your own project. 

The Language of a Learner: Integrating 
reading and writing standards for 
intentional, integrated language 
instruction 
Mirabella C 
A | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, ELL, Lit Coach 
Katie Mixon 

Grammar worksheets are a thing of the past! In this 
session, we will explore the TN Academic Standards 
and the research behind why language is no longer 
an isolated skill. We will then dive into research-
based strategies to guide students into thinking 
rigorously about grammar and connecting it to their 
daily reading and writing.  

Diversity isn't just about color: 
Integrating LGBTQ Books into Schools 
Mirabella D 
L E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 
Dorian Harrison, Stephanie Stauning 

Political and cultural change since the turn of the 
century has been significant-and-positive overall 
towards diversity training and integration (Moller, 
2016; Crisp, Gardner, & Almeida, 2017). Despite 
increased attention toward children’s literature in 
recent decades, there are still fewer studies that 
investigate children’s books depicting non-
heterosexual representations in texts. This 
presentation is a discussion of the role(s) LGBTQ 
themed texts can enhance our approaches to 
diversity within today’s classroom settings. 

Defying the Gendered Norm: The 
Depiction of Women in Contemporary 
Children’s Literature 
Mirabella G 
L | Levels: 3-5, Caregiver 
Amber Spears, Kelly Moore, Amy Leigh Rogers 

This presentation will address the roles of females 
depicted in modern children’s literature. Children’s 
books often overgeneralize and do not represent 
family diversity, further leading to gendered 
stereotypes. The traditional American middle-class 
white culture is a dominant force in how women are 
typically portrayed in popular children’s literature and 
even in contemporary ELA curricula. We seek to 
question and expose this phenomenon and explore 
ways to include varied perspectives, multiple 
cultures, and different roles that represent the true 
diversity of women across the world.  
 
Student Engagement through 
Interactive Anchor Charts and 
Academic Vocabulary  
Mirabella H 
C D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Lit Coach 
Chart Chicks 

In this engaging session designed to help teachers 
solve daily challenges, participants will learn easy-to-
implement interactive anchor chart strategies for 
building academic vocabulary, word analysis, and 
supporting comprehension in informational text. 

Accountable Talk Writing Stems from 
the TDOE Writing Rubrics 
Mirabella I 
E S | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, ELL, Lit Coach 
Madeline Brumley, Stephanie Williams 

The student to student feedback portion of writer’s 
workshop is crucial to student success. This 
presentation will focus on taking the abstract TDOE 
writing rubrics and creating student friendly 
accountable talk stems from these rubrics. Attendees 
will learn how to create and implement these 
accountable talk stems in their writing block by 
watching what this looks like in a fourth grade 
classroom, as well as hands on practice with group 
participants using student writing samples. 
Participants will leave with strategies to achieve 
meaningful peer conferences and 100% engagement 
in writing. 
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Wonder Twins Activate Literacy in the 
EPP 
Mirabella J 
A P U | Levels: Higher Ed 
Kimberly Williams, Karen DiBella 

Find out how one EPP transformed its program by 
infusing literacy-rich activities throughout candidate 
coursework as part of Tennessee’s literacy initiatives 
for higher education. Presenters will share challenges 
and successes of creating a literacy-rich curriculum 
for higher education. Participants will engage in a 
reflective analysis of their current practices and 
researchers will share strategies that target literacy in 
all content areas. Participants will leave this session 
today with strategies that can be implemented in the 
classroom tomorrow! 

POW (Power of Words) @Home Reading 
Oakleigh A 
L D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Kim Harkreader 

Learn how to grow readers who WANT to read with 
their families and develop a nightly habit of reading. 
Building on the work of Jen Jones, learn how to start 
an @home reading program that is rooted in 
authentic reading where students & families are 
motivated to read together. Thanks to LAT for their 
Reading Improvement Grant & DonorsChoose.org, 
attendees will also learn how to embed diverse text & 
“The Power of Words” to not only support striving 
readers but also to open the hearts and minds of 
students and families to be more aware of the 
diversity within our school culture and the power of 
our words! ** One attendee will win a free year long 
subscription to Raz Kids Plus!  

Mad About March Madness: 
Incorporating Bracket Competition 
into an ELA classroom  
Oakleigh B 
A E | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Higher Ed 
Meghann McFadden 

Students love engaging in friendly classroom 
competition. This session will explore how to 
incorporate competition utilizing a bracket style 
design used in competitions such as NCAA 
Basketball's March Madness. The presenter will 
model how students in her classroom battled Spoken 
Word poetry by creating a student-made rubric, 
"seeding" poems into the bracket, using the bracket 
to battle poem against poem, and ultimately declare 
a winner. This strategy is adaptable to other 
classroom uses such as a Battle of the Books or 
writing practices.  

Windows, Mirrors, and Doors: Using 
Picture Books to Teach About Diversity 
Oakleigh C 
L E U | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Lit Coach 
Angela Shelton, Brandi Crass, Brittany Gray 

The concept of diversity encompasses acceptance 
and respect. It means understanding that each 
individual is unique, and recognizing that our 
individual differences can enhance learning 
experiences. Session participants are invited to 
explore a variety of diverse texts during a "Book 
Tasting." Facilitators will discuss theories and 
research to encourage students' understanding and 
acceptance of diversity within classrooms and 
communities, as well as share classroom resources 
and strategies to spark respectful discussion and 
develop a sense of understanding and acceptance 
of diversity.  

 

LAT Board Dinner and Meeting, 5:00 - 6:30 
By reservation only, please. Talk to someone at the Registration Desk if you have questions. 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SIP AND SIGN, 5:30 - 7:00 

Want to get a book signed by a favorite winning author without missing a minute of a keynote or 
breakout session? LAT has planned a special time for you to do just that. During Embassy Suites' 
Happy Hour, 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., conference attendees may purchase books, socialize, 
network, snap pics, post selfies on Twitter, #tnreads18, and generally have a great time meeting 
like-minded book lovers like themselves. Embassy Suites hotel guests can enjoy free drinks and 
snacks. Attendees staying at other hotels can join in on the fun, too, but have to purchase their 
refreshments. Don't forget, autographed books make a prefect AND affordable gift for loved ones, 
friends, or favorite administrators!!! Authors signing include: 

Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Lucy Branam 

Virginia Loh-Hagan 
Ruta Sepetys 
Janet Stevens 

Michael Shoulders 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Thanks for ourconference bags!

It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas - and it’s the perfect 

time to buy books for your kiddos! 
The Scholastic Book Fair is set up 
in the Exhibit Hall. Explore recent 
releases and perennial favorites! 

Pay with cash, credit, or check.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 

General Session, 8:00 - 9:45 
Oakleigh A, B, & C 

Bernadette Dwyer, ILA President 

Walking on Air: Teachers as Super Heroes in 
the 21st Century Classroom 

The nature of literacy is changing. We need to 
reconceptualise our definition of literacy and indeed what 
being literate entails in the 21st century. As our students 
navigate the choppy C’s of change in the 21st century 
they need to develop skills, strategies, dispositions and 
social practices related to communication, collaboration, 
critical thinking, curiosity, and creativity. Drawing on over a 
decade of classroom research projects, conducted 

across the continuum of the elementary school setting, this keynote addresses how 
educators can create collaborative classroom environments and support their students to 
develop the habits of mind necessary to live and learn in a global era. 
 

Marvin Terban 

A Wonderful Way to Spend a Life: One Teacher’s 
Favorite Teacher  

How much can one teacher in a poor town influence and 
inspire the child of an immigrant family? An enormous 
amount, according to Marvin Terban, a best-selling children’s 
book author and long-time educator. Marvin’s first grade 
teacher, whom he celebrates in this moving, yet humorous, 
presentation, put him on the path to the two careers that now 
define his life. How he adapted her teaching methods and life 

philosophy to his own is an uplifting story of the lifelong impact one master teacher can 
have on a child.  
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Exhibit Hall Break, 9:45 - 10:00 

Breakout Sessions, 10:00 - 10:50 

Showcasing Diverse Literature for 
Classroom Use & LAT Diversity 
Committee’s Grant Announcement 
Broadlands A 
L D | Levels: ALL 
LAT Diversity Committee 

LAT Diversity committee’s mission is to promote 
inclusion, equity, and access for students, 
educators, communities, and families of culturally 
and linguistically diverse  backgrounds. The 
committee places special emphasis on the quality 
of trade books found in classroom and school 
libraries. The session attendees will receive an 
overview of high-quality texts that represent the 
LAT Diversity Committee’s 2018-2019 book 
collection and learn various ways to include these 
texts in their instruction. At the end of the session 
the presenters will describe the grant application 
process to receive these books. 

It Takes A Village: Using Community 
Partnerships to Create a Successful 
Summer Reading Program 
Broadlands B 
L A E | Levels: PreK-2, Admin, Lit Coach 
Dr. Tina Smith, Dr. Judy Cheatham, April Sakowicz 

Giles County Schools and Martin Methodist College 
partnered with 89 community partners last summer 
to create their third successful Read to be Ready 
summer reading camp. Children served in this camp 
were 90 low income, rural children who were reading 
at the 25th percentile or below. In this one month 
program, the average child gained 3-6 months in 
reading achievement. This presentation will explain 
the process of planning, coordinating, training, and 
teaching that culminated in a successful program. 
 

Close Reading: A Path to Deeper 
Comprehension for ELs 
Cambridge A 
L E S | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, ELL, Lit Coach 
Barbara Andrews 

English learners are expected to read closely and to 
comprehend deeply to meet the higher expectations 
of the Tennessee standards. In this interactive 
session, participants will have an opportunity to 
become familiar with engaging activities that address 
close reading, critical thinking, collaborative 
conversations, and vocabulary-building. Participants 
will explore instructional practices that address closer 
examination of texts through collaboration with the 
purpose of uncovering deeper meaning. Emphasis 
will be placed on developing language learners who 
will become confident and proficient readers. 

If We Intend for Them to Comprehend - 
The Comprehension Kids 
Cambridge B 
C E F | Levels: PreK-2, Admin, ELL, Lit 
Coach 
Karen A Farmer Wanamaker, Nancy Ruggles 

Reading is only calling words until students 
comprehend. The Comprehension Kids are 
supplemental components that are usable within any 
reading curriculum. Come and take part in an 
interactive experience that you can implement 
immediately to enhance your reading instruction. 
Participants will learn how to "do things differently to 
make a difference.” 
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Activating the Brain's Emotional 
Systems for "Warp-Speed" Access to 
Phonics Skills for Reading AND Writing! 
Mirabella A 
C E F | Levels: PreK-2, Admin, ELL, Lit Coach 
Katie Garner 

Did you know that the brain has a “backdoor” for 
learning that can be easily hacked into? Good 
magicians know this and take full advantage of it, 
as can great teachers! Transform letter sounds and 
tricky phonics skills into child’s play by targeting 
the brain's social emotional learning systems, and 
give kids "warp-speed" access to ALL of the code 
needed to read and to write! Uncover learning 

Project LIT Community: Empowering 
Students as Readers and Leaders 
Mirabella B 
L D E | Levels: 6-8, 9-12 
Jarred Armato 

Learn how Dr. Jarred Amato and his Maplewood 
High School students turned a class project into a 
national literacy movement, one step, one book, and 
one conversation at a time. This session will explore 
the Project LIT Community journey and provide 
practical resources and takeaways for educators 
seeking to improve book access and reading 
attitudes. 

Exploring Reading and Writing 
Connections for Literacy and Life 
Lessons  
Mirabella C 
L E U  | Levels: Higher Ed 
JoEllen McCarthy 
Educators need to create a lasting literacy that goes 
beyond the classroom walls. Together we will  
explore ways you can connect reading, writing and 
life lessons to enhance  literacy workshops, existing 
units of study, supplement morning meetings, or as 
stand-alone lessons to support caring, inclusive 
communities.  Together we will examine books to use 
as co-teachers, to nurture our students as readers, 
writers and thinkers.  Participants will leave with list of 
must-have titles, resources, and ideas to adopt or 
adapt immediately. 

Literacy in the Makerspace  
Mirabella D 
L A T | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Katie Schrodt, Melanie Maxwell, Suze Gilbert 

This session will invite participants to experience one 
elementary school’s quest to establish a Makerspace 
that includes all of the traditional STEM elements 
while intentionally integrating literacy. Books that 
encourage the “makers’ mindset” serve as inspiration 
for students to create. The session will give a brief 
overview of the research behind Makerspaces and its 
deep-rooted connection to 21st century literacies & 
walk participants through setting up a Makerspace in 
their rooms and schools. Lastly, the session will 
explore two literacy-based Makerspace lesson plans 
& explore real student work samples. 

Research-based Approaches for 
Teaching Real-World (Super-hero!) 
Writing 
Mirabella F 
E P S | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Admin, ELL, 
Lit Coach 
Leslie Laud 

Learn the latest research on how to raise motivation, 
foster self-regulation and improve the quality of 
student writing, in a workshop setting. Receive 
resources and ideas you can use immediately to help 
your writers become more effective at using the 
writing process in personalized, real-world ways to 
achieve their purposes. See how to use innovative 
writing projects (i.e. writing about character traits of 
your favorite super heroes!) in ways that strengthen 
students’ overall grasp of reading standards, as well 
as quality of overall writing (including text-based 
writing) all while having fun! 
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Plan, Prep, and Pump up Family 
Engagement!  
Mirabella G 
C E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Kim Harkreader 

Family Involvement holds such a valuable part in 
student success. Come learn how to plan, prep, and 
pump up your Family Engagement events that brins 
in the crowds. Guild Elementary has an average 
school population of 700 students and average 
450-600 in attendance at their Family Engagement 
Events. Discover how to develop stronger family 
partnerships where students and families learn 
together through free, fun, engaging opportunities for 
families to learn and grow together.  
 
Student Engagement through 
Interactive Anchor Charts and 
Academic Vocabulary  
Mirabella H 
C D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Lit Coach 
Chart Chicks 

In this engaging session designed to help teachers 
solve daily challenges, participants will learn easy-to-
implement interactive anchor chart strategies for 
building academic vocabulary, word analysis, and 
supporting comprehension in informational text. 

Getting the Picture: Fostering 
Engagement and Deep Understanding 
in Both Literacy and Mathematics—At 
the Same Time—With Picture Books 
Mirabella I 
L A D | Levels: PreK-2 
Eula Monroe, Ginger Simons 

Children’s literature can provide rich and engaging 
contexts for developing and deepening important 
mathematics content and practices while fostering 
literacy among diverse learners. Join us as we share 
a vision of integrating literacy and mathematics using 
picture books to reach—and teach--a range of 
preK-2ers. You’ll leave with a rubric to help you make 
informed book choices and a list of selected titles, 
organized by content domains. Clips from lesson 
videos will help you visualize how using picture books 
to develop literacy and mathematics at the same time 
might look in your classroom.  

Making Thinking Visible with Reading 
Response Letters: Seeing Connections 
and Building Relationships  
Mirabella J 
L E F | Levels: 3-5, 6-8 
Susan Wagner 

Do you ever wonder what your students really think 
about when they are reading? Learn how the 
Reading Response Letter strategy reveals student 
understanding about the texts they read. This 
strategy provides evidence for knowledge-based 
competencies, and allows you provide formative 
feedback, suggestions, while building motivating 
relationships for reading. With highlights from actual 
student letters, learn how to incorporate this strategy 
in your reading teacher toolkit. You’ll come away with 
knowledge needed to implement the strategy within 
the Tennessee Framework for Literacy.  

Who Says Grammar Can’t Be Fun? The 
Future of English 
E F | Levels: 3-5, 6-8 
Oakleigh A 
Marvin Terban 

Grammar Fun? it had better be because today 
English is under attack. Digital devices are the main 
means of written communication for kids. Advertisers 
distort our language, and adults use it incorrectly. 
Kids are confused. New state and national standards 
frustrate students, parents, and teachers. But with 
the right method, you can teach basic English skills in 
highly engaging ways. Mr. Terban’s method is humor, 
our most useful, but underutilized, teaching tool. 
Discover new, fun ways of teaching grammar in this 
lively, animated, visual presentation. It will not be 
boring. 
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Kicking Up STEAM: The Importance of 
STEAM Mindsets  
Oakleigh B 
E T | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 
Virginia Loh-Hagan 

STEAM is all around us. But, what does STEAM 
mean in the literacy space? What does it mean to 
non-STEAM practitioners? What is the connection 
between stories and science? How do myths and 
monsters inspire STEAM? Dr. Virginia Loh-Hagan, 
author of more than 250 books, examines these 
questions and more. She shares how she addresses 
STEAM topics in her books. She'll also share how 
she employs STEAM mindsets to write her books 
and to think about the world. 
 

Connecting the Dots with Strong Texts, 
Question Sequences, and Tasks 
Oakleigh C 
R E U | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Higher Ed 
Becky Cox 

This session will focus on the importance of strong 
texts, question sequences, and tasks as essential 
priority areas in early literacy. Important learnings from 
the K-3 Unit Starters will be explored as multiple 
artifacts are integrated within the session. 
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Breakout Sessions, 11:00 - 11:50 

Diversity Panel 
Broadlands A  
D | Levels: ALL 
Dr. Vicki Risko, Dr. Rachael Ross, Mr. Carl Febles, 
Dr. Natalia Ward 
Dr. Vicki Risko will moderate our 2nd annual Diversity 
Panel with the following panelists: Mr. Carl Anthony 
Febles, Dr. Rachel Ross, and Dr. Natalia Ward.  The 
panel will cover several different subtopics within the 
broad topic of diversity.  We hope you will join us to 
hear from these experts about ways we can 
appropriately address the needs of diversity in 
today's classroom! 

The Marvel of Literacy Collaboration: 
Supporting school-wide Literacy 
through Technology  
Broadlands B 
C A U | Levels: 6-8, 9-12, Admin, Lit Coach 
Ciara Pittman 

This presentation will describe how the English 
Department of Cookeville High School used 
technology enhanced collaboration to support 
common literacy strategies and terminology across 
the curriculum. The presentation will also include 
handouts to aid schools in creating their own 
collaborative literacy initiatives.  

Engage, Empower, Achieve – Meeting 
the Needs of Diverse Learners in Small 
Group Literacy Instruction 
Cambridge A 
L D | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, ELL, Lit 
Coach 
Barbara Andrews 

Participants will investigate ways to support the 
needs of diverse learners in small group literacy 
lessons with an emphasis on developing vocabulary, 
comprehension skills and strategies, fluency, and 
content area topics/concepts. The diverse needs of 
readers over time, supportive text selection criteria, 
and a review of the components of a small group 
literacy lessons will be included. Participants will 
identify how explicit small-group instruction will 
support students as they meet the expectations of 
the Tennessee Standards for English Language Arts, 
as well as content areas. 
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Get the Write Stuff: Best Practices for 
Teaching Writing Workshop 
Cambridge B 
E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Lit Coach 
Sharon McAlevy, Teresa Morrison 

Writing instruction that fosters young students into 
proficient writers includes some common best 
practices. In this session teachers will explore writing 
mini-lessons, using mentor texts, conferring, and 
providing feedback for writing. Teachers will leave 
with a bank of mini-lesson ideas for teaching opinion 
writing, as well as ideas for developing their own units 
of writing instruction.  
 
Differentiate with Small Groups 
Mirabella A 
R C E | Levels: PreK-2 3-5, Lit Coach 
Lisa Kegler, Meghan Parks (Rockvale Elem) 

Do you want to learn how to differentiate your small 
groups in ways other than reading levels? Join our 
session to learn how to engage all learners in high 
interest reading groups. You will learn how to plan 
and execute an effective heterogeneous small group. 
Participants will walk away with an understanding of 
how to integrate heterogeneous groups into their ELA 
block.  

 

Transforming Literacy Instruction in 
the 21st Century Classroom 
Oakleigh A 
E T | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Lit Coach 
Bernadette Dwyer  

Reading, writing and communicating online 
introduces new complexities. Using digital 
technologies and the Internet to enhance literacy and 
learning requires a range of skills, strategies, 
dispositions, and social practices. Students need to 
be able to collaborate and communicate effectively 
and to engage in critical thinking. This breakout 
session addresses these issues against the 
backdrop of the Internet inquiry cycle, reader 
response in online literature circles, vocabulary 
development using digital technologies, and the 
intersection between digital and disciplinary literacies. 

Nearly Everything You Need to Know 
About Being a Children's Book Author 
Oakleigh B 
E | Levels: ALL 
Lucy Branam, Virginia Loh-Hagan, & Mike Shoulders 

Why are most picture books 32 pages long? If I'm 
writing a picture book, do I need to find an illustrator? 
What's the best part of being  an author? You mean 
authors AREN'T rich and famous? WHY NOT?? Find 
out the inside scope from three authors. Come 
prepared to ask your own questions. 
 
Are You Asking the Right Questions? 
Oakleigh C 
R E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5

Melanie Kosko 

This session will help participants understand unit 
design as referenced in Teaching Literacy in 
Tennessee. Participants will experience a standards-
aligned question sequence that leads to a daily task, 
and analyze a question sequence that guides 
students toward deep understanding of a text, 
attends to qualitative complexities, and builds 
success on a daily and end-of-unit task. 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Authors’ Luncheon 12:00 - 1:30 



Janet Stevens 
Mirabella F


Grab Your Capes, Escape the Phone Booth, 
and Fly into Creativity 

We must fight off the evil villains of self-doubt and status 
quo to unleash the power of creativity! We must be fearless 
in the face of the unknown - a blank page, an empty 
canvas - to catch that idea, find that story, and create that 
new book, that new painting, that new invention that will 
change the world! 

 

Ruta Sepetys  
Mirabella C,D,E


History in Hiding 

How exploration of history—and historical fiction—
connects us to our own personal history.  




Exhibit Hall Break, 1:30 - 2:00 
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Breakout Sessions, 2:00 - 2:50 

3Rs of Chapter Support: Rouse, Reactivate, 
or Revitalize Your Local Chapter 
Broadlands A 
District Coordinators: Mary Pullen, Kristen Trent, 
Mary Truka, Melanie Collins 

Whether you’re rousing a new chapter, reactivating 
an inactive chapter, or revitalizing an existing chapter 
of LAT, we’ve got the session for you! Come be 
schooled in strategies for successful chapters with 
state and local leadership!   

Literacy Habits That Make Super Hero 
Administrators 
Broadlands B 
E U | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Admin 
Carolyn Guthrie, Anne Evans 

As an administrator, what are the Habits of Literacy 
that you utilize each day to support your teachers 
and students and ensure that each student cultivates 
a love for Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking? 
During this interactive session, administrators will 
work together as they experience a few of the habits 
they must develop to support teachers and students 
while using a balanced literacy approach that 
encourages expressive and receptive language. 

Balanced Literacy in an Elementary 
Classroom 
Cambridge A 
L E T | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Admin, ELL, Lit 
Coach 
Dave Harwell, Ryan Bailey 

In this workshop we will explore a working definition 
of Balanced Literacy and elements that make up a 
Reading/Writing block. This interactive workshop 
incorporates models and resources for instruction 
around mini-lessons, read alouds, word study, 
shared/guided/independent reading and writing. 
Come see what Balanced Literacy could look like in 
your classroom! 

Mastering Multisyllable Words in Five 
Minutes a Day 
Cambridge B 
D E F | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 
Colleen Yasenchock 

When reading, students encounter multisyllable 
words in quick succession. The frequency and 
varying syllable type combinations, make decoding 
these words a challenge. This session provides a 
multisensory, five minutes a day explicit routine for 
teaching word analysis skills that includes identifying 
the six syllable types and syllabication patterns. We’ll 
share unique gestures for each syllable type, to 
ensure that students can confidently conquer 
multisyllable words. Session participants will leave 
ready to introduce this practical and interactive routine 
to their students the very next day. 

Lightening Literacy Strikes in the 
Social Studies Classroom 
Mirabella A 
A E T | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8 
Karen DiBella, Kimberly Williams, Shawna 
Sampson, Ericka Reaves 

Improving state literacy proficiency rests on the 
shoulders of all educators, regardless of grade level, 
from Pre-K to teacher preparation. Actively engaging 
students in literacy does not mean you must neglect 
content areas, but rather teach content through 
disciplinary literacy and be a Literacy Superhero! 
Participants will engage in an interactive session, 
which targets critical thinking and deepens 
comprehension and see firsthand how lightening 
literacy can strike in the social studies classroom.  
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Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass 
Doors  
Mirabella B 
L D U | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Higher Ed 
Jennifer Cox, Heather Alexander 

Rudine Sims Bishop wrote in 1990 that all children 
need to find themselves reflected in the books they 
read. In addition to books that serve as mirrors and 
windows to our students’ lives, our kids need choice 
and lots of it when it comes to reading. Let’s read 
Bishop’s article, discuss a bit, and then visit books 
for readers of all ages, racial, ethnic, and socio-
economic backgrounds and interests. We will 
discuss practical classroom activities to promote 
reading, writing, and idea exchange. Please bring a 
copy of the cover of your favorite read-aloud (in color 
if possible) to share. 

The "Write " Way to Literacy  
Mirabella C 
A E F | Levels: ALL

Beth Gotcher, Angie Barham 

Struggling to incorporate writing in your classroom? 
Come learning easy-to-implement, research-based 
strategies using the traits of writing in order to infuse 
writing in your literacy block. Presenters will share 
strategies for enhanced small-group instruction, 
interactive read-aloud, and interactive writing as well 
as ideas to incorporate writing across content areas. 
Hear firsthand experiences of two elementary 
teachers using these tools with their students to 
connect reading and writing to improve student 
growth and achievement. Come discover the "write" 
way to literacy.  

Engaging Educator Preparation 
Providers with Read to be Ready 
Mirabella D 
R U | Levels: K-5, Lit Coach, Higher Ed 
Annie Insana 

Read to be Ready is a state-wide initiative to move 
third grade reading proficiency to 75 percent by 
2025. Educator preparation providers (EPPs) are a 
key stakeholder in this initiative, as they support the 
next generation of educators in becoming effective 
teachers of literacy. This session will focus on the 
work in which EPPs have engaged to support our 
ambitious goal, including rigorous program redesign 
to integrate the new EPP literacy standards and 
networking with providers across the state to 

implement rigorous instructional practice. The session 
will conclude with inspiring stories from the field. 
 
Get to Know your Kids:  Identity Matters 
Mirabella F 
L D U | Levels: PreK-2,  
Stephanie Harvey 

This session will share a number of ways to really get 
to know your kids--who they are, what they care 
about,  what they are curious about and what they 
want to learn more about.  When it comes to creating 
thriving readers, interest tops the list.  If we spend 
time discovering what our kids really love, we can 
match them to books they can’t resist reading, 
especially our striving readers.  Change the book, 
change the reader!     

Scavenging for Science and Social 
Studies in the K-3 Classroom 
Mirabella G 
A E U | Levels: PreK-2 
Jennifer Webb, Lisa Troglin, Sandra Crabtree 

Time for a Scavenger Hunt!!!! Participants In this 
session will be given an overview of what a literacy 
block should look like in the K-3 classroom setting. 
Multiple examples will be shown on how to integrate 
science and social studies standards, activities, 
writing tasks, etc. into the K-3 literacy block. 
Attendees will participate in a scavenger hunt in order 
to discover the hidden treasures that integrating 
science and social studies will provide to educators 
and students alike. 

lat.wildapricot.org !29

M
onday

READY READING



Academic Vocabulary in a SNAP! 
Mirabella H 
E | Levels: 3-5 
Angela Peery 

Learn the SNAP Vocab process. The SNAP Vocab 
minilesson designed to provide students with direct 
instruction that enhances and supports content-area 
vocabulary instruction.  
SNAP stands for: 
S - seeing and saying the words 
N - naming a category or group the words belong to 
A - active processing of the words 
P - producing output (speech or writing) using the 
words 
Teachers can use the minilessons as a part of an 
established literacy block or at any other time of day. 
A school could also undertake the minilessons in a 
schoolwide literacy effort.  

4 Steps to Transforming Your Writing 
Classroom 
Mirabella I 
A E U | Levels: 3-5, 6-8 
Dea Auray 

During this session, participants go through the 4-
Step method that powers up the writers’ workshop 
model and encompasses literature as the jumping off 
point, direct instruction and modeling, application and 
sharing. By learning to read with author’s eyes and 
understanding the organization/purpose of genre, 
teachers and students exponentially increase the 
power of literacy. Students will become better writers 
and strategic readers with the foundational skills for 
response to text tasks. You will leave with techniques 
and lessons you can apply to your current writing 
instruction immediately. 
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Using Children's Literature to Teach 
the Language of Mathematics 
Mirabella J 
L A E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8 
Beverly Boulware, Eula Monroe 

The use of children’s literature to teach the language 
of mathematics can provide motivation for students 
to learn, a meaningful context for learning math 
concepts, and can demonstrate that math develops 
out of experiences noted in print materials as well as 
in real life. In this presentation, frameworks that 
promote talk and text comprehension among 
elementary learners that will help classroom teachers 
engage their students in literacy discussions in 
mathematics will be shared. 

A Drawing Can Create a Thousand 
Words… 
Oakleigh A 
L  | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8 
Janet Stevens 
An up close and personal look at her creative 
process. Janet will discuss ways to motivate children 
to write, then she will draw and hopefully motivate her 
audience to create. 
 

Exploring Reading and Writing 
Connections for Literacy and Life 
Lessons  
Oakleigh B 
L E U  | Levels: Higher Ed 
JoEllen McCarthy 
Educators need to create a lasting literacy that goes 
beyond the classroom walls. Together we will  
explore ways you can connect reading, writing and 
life lessons to enhance  literacy workshops, existing 
units of study, supplement morning meetings, or as 
stand-alone lessons to support caring, inclusive 
communities.  Together we will examine books to use 
as co-teachers, to nurture our students as readers, 
writers and thinkers.  Participants will leave with list of 
must-have titles, resources, and ideas to adopt or 
adapt immediately. 
 
Positively Impacting Literacy Outcomes 
Oakleigh C 
R F | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Lit Coach 
Weakley County Team 

Weakley County's team is excited to share first hand 
experiences from their literacy journey. This session 
will give you an opportunity to hear from district, 
school, and classroom leaders as they reflect on the 
positive changes that resulted from using Tennessee 
Unit Starters. 

Exhibit Hall Break, 3:00 - 3:30 
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Ask me about my kids! 
They can help you teach 

comprehension.



Keynote Session, 3:30 - 5:00 
Oakleigh A, B, & C


Stephanie Harvey 
From Striving to Thriving: The Best Intervention 
Is a Good Book 

We need an intervention on interventions in education. Of 
late, we seem to have become addicted to interventions. 
Every time a child has difficulty reading a text, we call for yet 
another intervention. The research is clear—what most kids 
really need to do get better at reading is to read extensively 
in text they can and want to read. Nothing correlates higher 
to reading achievement than reading volume. So match kids 
to books that matter to them and build in plenty of time to 
just plain read! The best intervention is a good book. 

 

SCHOLASTIC RECEPTION WITH STEPHANIE HARVEY, 
5:30 - 7:00 
Mirabella C&D


First 100 in the door receive a free book! 
Open Bar & light refreshments 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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 

General Session, 8:00- 9:00 
Oakleigh A, B, & C


Ernest Morell 
Every Child a Super Reader: 7 Strengths to 
Open a World of Possible  

Every child deserves the opportunity to become a 24/7, 
365-days-a-year super reader! Our 7 Strengths model, built 
on a social-emotional framework that honors children’s 
languages, cultures, communities, and stories, builds a safe 
and loving environment to cultivate super readers who 
believe in themselves and are ready for college, career, and 
civic engagement. 
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Poster Sessions, 9:10 - 10:30 
Cambridge A & B 

Interprofessional communication: 
Teamwork to support emergent 
literacy 
C F U 
Barbara Adams 

Speech-language pathologists are included as 
educational team members in the care of young 
children with delayed language. However, SLPs, able 
to provide extensive knowledge in spoken and written 
language, rarely take part in teacher planning. This 
poster session will highlight advantages and provide 
examples of interprofessional education activities 
implemented within the inclusive early childhood 
classroom examining how educators and SLPs can 
collaborate to enrich emergent literacy experiences 
for all students. 

Literacy Coaching as an Emerging 
Profession 
C U 
Nicole Crouch 

Literacy coaches have been around for many 
decades, but their roles and responsibilities have 
evolved due to changing educational demands. With 
the implementation of the Reading First Initiative from 
No Child Left Behind (2002), Common Core, and 
Response to Intervention (RTI); literacy coaching has 
been a focus in hopes of increasing test scores. The 
culture of the district and/or school the coaches’ 
participate in and how that impacts their effectiveness 
as coaches also plays a critical role.  

What is folk culture? 
A E  
Brooke Jenkins 

Native Americans - Cherokee, Chickasaw, Creek. 
What is the difference between each Native American 
Indian of East Tennessee including beliefs, 
knowledge, changes, values, and traditions? 
Students will recognize the contributions of 
individuals and people of various groups that have 
developed civilization. Students will understand the 
contributions of individuals and people of various 
ethnic, racial, religious, and socioeconomic groups 
related to Tennessee. 

The Most Effective Ways to Teach 
High Frequency Sight Words 
L A E  
Kaylyn Leonard, Ansley Cook, Amy Hall 

To teach sight words in the classroom the teacher 
must plan effective instructions to ensure the 
students will gain understanding. To guarantee 
success with sight words in the classroom there are 
methods a teacher can use while preparing a lesson. 
There are also specific techniques to use while 
teaching sight words to help the students remember 
the words.  

Home Literacy: what, why and how?  
L C F  
Masoud Mahmoodi-Shahrebabaki 

My presentation will be a discussion on the subject of 
home literacy from theoretical and practical 
perspectives. Primarily, I will delineate the theoretical 
rationale on the significance of the home literacy 
practices during preschool years. Secondary, 
practical guidance will be provided on account of the 
latest related research findings. 

Caught in the Webs of Literacy 
L E U 
Quanisha Mclain 

This presentation will focus on creating life long 
readers. The goal is to open the eyes of new and 
experienced teachers to strategies and techniques 
that will make their students want to read versus 
watching a movie. I will focus on genres such as 
suspense, comedy, and autobiographies. The mold 
of this presentation will be centered around 3 
strands: Children’s Literature, Engaging classroom 
instruction, and teacher preparation & professional 
development. The ideal focus group will be teachers 
in the area of 3-5. 
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Print Awareness 
L A U 
Ashlyn Miller, Keri Ricker, Megan Faust 

Concepts of print refers to the ability of a child to 
know and recognize the ways in which print “works” 
for the purposes of reading, particularly with regard to 
books. Components of concepts of print for the 
English language: Concepts to know for a text as a 
whole. Print awareness is closely associated with the 
ability to distinguish between word elements of 
written and oral communicated. 

Creating text set to complement a 
cemetery social studies lesson 
L A E  
Rob Morris 

Poster board presentation that explains Cemetery 
Study social studies teaching strategy and displays 
complementing text set. Objectives and assessment 
standard aligned and linked to text set. 

Creating the Civil War Battle Custom 
Box with supporting text set 
A E  
Brittany Pardue 

This poster presentation highlights the Custom Box 
Strategy by using artifacts and a KWL chart to teach 
an interactive lesson about the Civil War (5th grade 
standards).  

Racing Off to a Good Start :The 
impact of Community Collaboration 
on literacy initiatives 
L C P  
Ciara Pittman 

This poster will illustrate how a PHD student 
collaborated with Upper Cumberland community 
groups to improve literacy for all through a family fun 
run. The project will provide books for families in 
Putnam County and raise awareness for literacy.  
 

Creative Literacy Centers that 
Motivate and Engage Elementary 
Students 
A E F  
Dr. Tina Smith 

For the past 4 years, senior elementary education 
majors in Dr. Tina Smith's literacy course have 
created centers for display at this conference. These 
centers cover grades K-5 and demonstrate activities 
for phonemic awareness, phonics, comprehension, 
vocabulary, & fluency. T. Bryan, V. Golembieski, S. 
King, M. McDaniel, K. Wear, and T. Williams will be 
presenting. 

Girls in STEM and Literacy: A 
Community Activism Project 
T P  
Ginger Thomas 

My poster will document the process of a community 
literacy project designed and implemented with a 
local science teacher and Girl Talk group. I use 
feminist pedagogy and research-based strategies to 
guide my decisions. Feminist pedagogy 
includes“decentralizing classroom authority, aiming to 
empower students as agents in control of their own 
transformative learning, and transparently challenging 
them to transform within a context of care” (Holmes, 
2015, p. 60). 

Collaborative Newspaper Projects 
for Social Studies and Literacy 
A E  
Wil Turner 

This poster presentation explains the Newspaper 
Making strategy of social studies instruction. This 
strategy offers students a collaborative research and 
writing experience through which they explore 
standards content (in this example, 5th grade Civil 
Rights Movement), work through a modified writing 
workshop procedure, and develop a final product 
that combines all students' individual work. This 
effective strategy is engaging and intensive in regard 
to both literacy development and content 
understanding. 
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ELA Cafe - Read your Heart Out 
A D E  
Sherrie Wilson, Regina Beckham,  

Our poster presentation will consist of an example of 
the "Menu" that we are using for our "ELA Cafe" each 
week. This method of teaching has been an excellent 
addition to our curriculum. By using the "menu," we 
are giving our students more choices, and the 
classroom is becoming more student driven. Some 
examples of this method include Monday Morning 
Meetings, where students are given the "menu" and 
allowed to discuss the skills for the week. Our menu 
offers "side" items (must do's) and "desserts" (can 
do's).  

Teaching students with disabilities 
letter recognision 
L E T  
Lauren Worley, Chris Heath, Meghan O'Ferral 

Dyslexia is a disorder that does not have to be 
crippling. With the proper scaffolding and learning 
opportunities students can be successful despite 
having a learning disability. Students, teachers, and 
parents all need to work together for what is best for 
the student. If this means giving the student more 
tactile letter activities then that is what should be 
done. If it means allowing the student to manipulate 
letters so that they feel they truly “know” the letter 
then that should be explored as well.  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Breakout Sessions, 9:10 - 10:00 

Nonfiction Nobel Peace Prize Project: A 
Winning Experience 
Broadlands B 
E | Levels: 6-8, 9-12 
John Cary 

Students at Camden Central High School explore the 
history of the Nobel Peace Prize and read Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s Peace Prize acceptance speech. 
Students write nomination speeches for a fictional 
award, and peers review nominations to pick 
winners. Students write award and acceptance 
speeches that are delivered during an awards 
ceremony. The presenter shares materials, 
procedures, and examples that demonstrate how this 
project was implemented in a HS English class and 
discusses adapting it for other grade levels. 

Social Studies Teachers are Reading 
Teachers Too: Innovative Strategies for 
Critically Examining Primary & 
Secondary Sources 
Mirabella A 
A E | Levels: 6-8, 9-12 
Amber Spears 

Secondary content teachers need knowledge of 
effective literacy strategies to guide students in critical 
inquiry. This presentation will include modeling and 
explanation of strategies used for accessing, thinking 
critically about, and synthesizing information from 
primary and secondary sources. The presentation will 
demonstrate how high school teachers can be active 
contributors to student learning through dynamic 
instructional practices. Attendees will also get the 
opportunity to explore young adult text sets for use in 
their secondary classrooms. 
 

Booklets that bring the new social 
studies standards to life 
Mirabella B 
A F S | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Admin, 
Lit Coach 
Bill Carey 

Tennessee History for Kids has produced TWELVE 
new reading booklets that cover the new social 
studies standards. Regardless of whether you are a 
1st grade teacher looking to cover the three Grand 
Divisions, a 3rd grade teacher teaching the 
geography of South America, or an 11th grade 
teacher teaching the importance of the Civil Rights 
Movement, THFK has you covered! Come hear the 
good news and get a free sample to see how your 
students can be turned on to history! 

Reading and Writing in the Digital Age 
Mirabella C & D 
C D T | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Lit Coach 
Carol Jago 

Today’s students must be bi-literate: capable of 
reading and writing in both digital and traditional 
mediums. In this workshop Carol Jago will offer 
strategies for fostering independence as well as 
methods for scaffolding instruction for hesitant 
students. She will demonstrate how mentor texts – 
both written and visual — can build students reading 
and writing skills. She will also introduce you to new 
titles sure to pique your students’ interest. 

Engage, Empower, Achieve, Strategies 
for Implementing Close Reading and 
Text Analysis 
Mirabella I 
L E U | Levels: 3-5, 6-8 
Randall Kincaid 

Turn any book into a close reading opportunity! 
Randall explains how to incorporate close reading 
into read-alouds, guided reading, and language arts. 
See classroom videos that show you exactly how to 
do it back in your classroom. And, take away tips and 
resources to ensure you get it right the first time.  
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Trouble with Words: an Overview of 
Dyslexia 
Mirabella F 
C D F | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Admin, 
Lit Coach, Caregiver 
Melinda Hirschmann 

How do the characteristics of dyslexia impact reading 
achievement? Recognizing foundational reading skills 
deficits allows you to target instruction and 
intervention. A brief overview of the sub-skills needed 
to support reading achievement will be described 
followed by how reading development is impacted by 
dyslexia. Characteristics of dyslexia by grade range 
will be shared, and common myths associated with 
dyslexia will be discussed and dispelled. A brief 
review of Tennessee’s 2016 “Say Dyslexia” law and 
its components will also be included. 

Literacy Habits that Make Super Hero 
Teachers 
Mirabella G 
E U | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Lit Coach 
Anne Evans, Carolyn Guthrie 

As a classroom teacher, what are the Habits of 
Literacy that you utilize each day to support your 
students and ensure that each student cultivates a 
love for Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking? 
During this interactive session, teachers will work 
together as they experience a few of the habits they 
must develop to support students while using a 
balanced literacy approach that encourages 
expressive and receptive language. 

 

Fostering Inclusive Dispositions in 
Future Teachers through Children’s 
Literature 
Mirabella H 
L D U | Levels: 6-8, Higher Ed, Caregiver 
Jill Henderson 

This presentation is taken from the written work of 
preservice teachers. In their own words, they will 
surprise you with how they were impacted by 
children’s literature featuring characters with 
disabilities. Two titles are the central focus, but other 
titles will be referenced and recommended. Criteria 
for selecting quality literature on this topic will also be 
discussed. 

Using Book Talks to Engage Reluctant 
Readers 
Mirabella J 
L E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Betsy Donlon, Anna Price, Priscilla Serrano 

Have you noticed that the books YOU read aloud 
quickly become the most sought-after choices for 
silent reading time? This presentation will explore why 
book talks WORK for motivating reluctant readers, 
and practical how-to tips for doing book talks in your 
classroom every day. 

The Literacy Imperative. How Can We 
Achieve This Essential Outcome for All 
Students? 
Oakleigh A 
Ernest Morrell 
Dr. Ernest Morrell will speak on issues of diversity and 
the urgency of equitable outcomes in developing 
literacy for all students. How can system leaders 
advance educators capacity to achieve the critical 
outcomes we seek in schools? 
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Breakout Sessions, 10:10 - 11:00 

Literacy on the Go 
Broadlands B 
A | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8 
Chessica Cave 

Literacy on the Go provides a meaningful application 
of reading by incorporating cross-curricular content, 
standards (e.g., math, science, history, writing, 
music), and activities not only for the students to 
enjoy but for the parents, too. Literacy on the Go 
provides extended activities for students to do at 
home with their parents. This project is designed for 
students to learn while doing fun activities with their 
parents and intended to promote conversation 
between parents and children.  

Read, Dream, Lead, Repeat 
Mirabella A 
L E T | Levels: 6-8, 9-12, Lit Coach 
Debbie Webster, Kristi Snyder 

I will describe and model how to get your students to 
do individualized reading of their choice (with 
guidelines). This will include not just the reading of 
books, but also how to use a website to rate their 
books, so that the other students can look at their 
peers' blog about the books they currently are 
reading. Concluding with a book talk to the class 
which covers the standards speaking and listening 
skills. I will demonstrate the way I approach the task 
with my students, giving you strategies to use in your 
classroom. Included will be a rubric, examples, 
assignments, and peer reviews to use immediately. 

Transforming Your Classroom with 
Music 
Mirabella B 
A D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Joseph Feldpausch 

“Transforming Your Classroom With Music" is a 
presentation developed for differentiation in third 
through fifth grade literacy classrooms. While 
searching for ways to engage, teach, and manage 
students struggling with academic, behavioral, and 

attention issues, I decided to tap into my 25 years of 
experience with writing, performing and recording 
songs. Songs created can be used for brain-breaks, 
lining up, loosening up, transitions, culture-building 
and for memorization of basic concepts. Teachers 
will find that with some basic tools and strategies, 
they can add another dimension to their classroom 
culture, while differentiating for students who need 
another learning option. 

Meeting Words Where They Live: 
Learning and Using Academic 
Language  
Mirabella C&D 
E F S | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Lit Coach 
Carol Jago 

Rather than teaching lists of words in an attempt to 
inoculate children from meeting a word they don’t 
know, we need to help children learn words as they 
read. Vocabulary is important for more than doing 
well on a test. The limits of students’ language can 
define the borders their thinking. This session will 
demonstrate how to help students develop the habit 
of learning new words and grow their academic 
vocabularies as they read and write. 

10 Strategies to Maximize Your Small 
Group Reading Intervention 
Mirabella F 
D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8 
Melinda Hirschmann 

When you are working with small groups to remediate 
foundational level reading and spelling skills, making 
the most of your limited time together is vital. Being 
mindful of your instructional delivery will support a 
positive community of learners who are on task. 
Renew your commitment to pacing, engagement, 
and student progress by integrating these strategies 
based on Universal Design for Learning. These 
strategies make your planning and delivery purposeful 
and organized, so both teaching and learning in 
these small groups is a pleasure. 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Multi-level, Multi-genre Text Sets: 
Access Points for All Learners 
Mirabella G 
D E F | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Carrie Buckner, Jennifer Jordan, Nora Vines 

Audience members will discuss how to design an 
engaging novel study utilizing a grade level text 
supported by a multi-level, multi-genre text set. 
Through exploring a variety of topics and texts, in 
addition to aligning appropriate tasks with the reading 
of those texts, attendees will understand how to 
differentiate materials and tasks for struggling readers 
and ELL students. 

Close Reading Using Notice and Note 
in the 6-12 Classroom 
Mirabella H 
A E T | Levels: 6-8, 9-12, Admin, ELL, Lit 
Coach 
Ryan Bailey 

We have all heard about Close Reading and how it 
supports student's ability to cite text evidence in 
response to comprehension, analyzing and 
synthesizing text. In this workshop we will explore 
how strategies, signposts and anchor charts apply to 
Close Reading and what that could look like at 
grades 6-12. Our session highlights and features 
Close Reading protocol by Kylene Beers and Bob 
Probst, authors of Notice and Note. 

20 Innovative Strategies that Stick! 
Captivate Students with Tackle Books, 
Original Posters and Strategy 
Stickers! 
Mirabella I 
E F S | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Lit Coach, 
Caregiver 
Katie Liggett 

Meet the Tackling Tiger Shark, Look Through Owl, 
Vocabulary Vulture, Visualizing Vampire Bat, 
Predicting Peacock, Synthesizing Sturgeon, 
Notetaking Newt, etc. Research shows that effective 

teachers not only explicitly teach reading strategies 
(decoding, comprehension, fluency) but also provide 
students opportunities to practice these strategies 
enough that they become automatic. I will share a 
system that teaches 20 new reading strategies, 
provides posters as visual cues, and uses strategy 
stickers to individualize student's goals. 

Become Reading Detectives: Meaningful 
Annotations and Close Reading 
Strategies 
Mirabella J 
A D E | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, Admin, ELL, Lit 
Coach 
Janice Edgar 

The presenter will walk participants through the 
meaning and purpose of annotations. Participants will 
gain a clear understanding of how to engage 
students with purposeful annotations based on 
literacy standards. Participants will engage in the 
process of discussion and decision making of how 
they might be able to implement this process into 
what they currently do more effectively in their own 
classrooms. Once the participant have become 
familiar with annotation skills, he or she will apply that 
within a variety of close reading strategies. 

Prime Time Parenting 
Oakleigh A 
C P | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Admin, Lit 
Coach, Caregiver 
Heather Miller 

Schools cannot succeed with children unless parents 
fully play their role on school nights: ensuring that 
their children are nourished emotionally as well as 
physically, supporting homework completion, helping 
their child get organized for the next school day and 
guiding their children through a bath-book-bed 
routine that gives them a full night’s sleep. Prime Time 
Parenting is a two-hour school night routine that 
helps parents hit all the bases in supporting their 
children’s literacy development and development as a 
whole child. 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Breakout Sessions, 11:10 - 12:00 

Small Steps Lead to Big Success: 
Embedding edTPA Throughout Your 
Program 
Broadlands B 
U | Levels: Higher Ed 
Chessica Cave 

As the thought of helping teacher candidates pass 
edTPA weighs heavy on our minds, so does the 
question how do we effectively teach to help prepare 
candidates for edTPA? When making instructional 
decisions, the question must be asked: “Are we 
modeling and incorporating good instructional 
practices to help with preparation of edTPA?” This 
presentation proposes how to embed edTPA 
throughout your program by incorporating Units of 
Studies, literature circles and centers.  

Generative Vocabulary Instruction--
What Does It Look Like and Sound 
Like? 
Cambridge A 
A E | Levels: 3-5, 6-8 
Sharon McAlevy, Teresa Morrison 

Vocabulary is often called the number one factor in 
reading comprehension success, yet the number of 
words that students encounter in a day is too limited 
to build the vocabulary needed to read increasingly 
complex text. A breakthrough instructional approach, 
Generative Vocabulary Instruction, provides a way to 
learn the large number of words needed through 
connections. In this session teachers will interact with 
a variety of connections among words that can be 
taught. This session will change the way you 
approach vocabulary instruction.  

 

Practical Instructional Strategies for 
Literacy that Appeal to Diverse 
Learners  
Cambridge B 
D | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, Lit Coach 
Dr. Ingrid Mitchell 

Practical Instructional Strategies for Literacy that 
Appeal to Diverse Learners will be a workshop in 
which participants will learn how to utilize instructional 
strategies that align to skills embedded within the 
domains of reading as well as be suited for each 
cornerstone's vertical aligned for foundational low to 
high achieving fluent readers. Some questions to be 
answered will be...What's the skill to be taught? Will 
the skill strategy impact the learner?, and Does it 
appeal to the student's learning style for best reading 
results?  

Stories of Super Heroes Who Have 
Impacted the World 
Mirabella A 
L A E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5 
Joan Boulware, Pamela Jukes, Judy Pierce 

Storytelling engages learners in connecting the 
experiences of individuals past and present to their 
lives today. These stories can be family stories, or 
stories from historical characters who made a 
difference in the lives of their families and often in their 
communities. In this session teachers will be 
provided with strategies to tell stories and integrate 
them with expository texts. 
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Engaging Classroom Instruction 
Through Powerful Literacy Stations 
Mirabella B 
E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Lit Coach 
Kimberly Bell, Cathy Birchett 

This session will help educators put the Super Power 
in Literacy Stations. They will learn how to develop 
quality stations, aligned with standards, and build 
student independence of competencies and skills. 
Participants will engage in a road trip with the "Super 
Coaches" to find the strengths in station they 
encounter.  

Reading Strategies, A Pecha Kucha 
Experience 
Mirabella C 
C E U | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Higher Ed, Lit 
Coach 
Rob Morris, Brittany Pardue, Brooke Jenkins, Wil 
Turner, Susan Wagner 

Learn about four reading strategies to support 
effective literacy instruction. Dynamic, visual, practical 
conversations about Word Sorts, Anticipation 
Guides, Tea Parties, and Question-Answer 
Relationships. Presented by teacher candidates and 
prefaced by MEdITL instructor. 

SUPER 6 Comprehension 
Strategies=SUPER POWERS for 
Readers!  
Mirabella D 
A E U | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, Lit Coach 
Marlene Butler, Sarah Williamson, Katy Clayton 

We all want our readers to comprehend with SUPER 
HERO POWERS, right? The SUPER 6 reading 
comprehension strategies will equip them to do just 
that! Teach your readers how to activate their SUPER 
POWER skills of schema, visualizing, questioning, 
predicting and inferring, monitoring and clarifying, and 
summarizing every time they read. Participants will be 
actively engaged in a mini-lesson for each strategy, 
generate a list of mentor texts to be used with each 
one, and walk away with lots of ideas to create 
SUPER HERO READERS! 

Phonemes and Graphemes and 
Morphemes...oh my! 
Mirabella F 
C F U | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 
Melinda Hirschmann 

Nothing can replace the expert instruction of a highly 
knowledgeable literacy teacher! Reading teachers 
must have an understanding of the structure of 
language in order to best support their students in 
mastering reading and spelling skills. From the 
smallest unit of spoken sound (phonemes) to the 
smallest unit of meaning in a word (morphemes), 
terms will be detailed and examples given of how 
your knowledge supports student mastery of reading 
and spelling skills. 

Keeping Those Groups Flexible 
Mirabella G 
L D E | Levels: 3-5 
Jennifer Guerra 

Small group instruction works best when it is based 
on student need and the groups stay flexible. Each 
small group instructional model has its own purpose 
when serving students’ needs. When the right group 
and the right instructional focus have been chosen, 
students flourish. In this session, participants will 
examine the purpose and practices of strategy 
groups with leveled text. This allows teachers to work 
with a small number of students reading at different 
reading levels. The inherent flexibility of strategy 
groups might just be the ticket to accelerating 
student growth. 

Portfolio Madness: Strategies and 
Ideas to Help Navigate the Process  
Mirabella H 
S | Levels: PreK-2 
Teaka Rolen, Jamie Horner 

Our objective is to help others learn from our 
adventures in the PreK portfolio screening process. 
We hope to give others strategies and ideas that will 
help them to feel more confident within the process. 
Portfolio testing is a scary process; however, with a 
deeper understanding and knowledge of the 
process, we can help others navigate the journey 
with greater confidence and ease. 
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A Picture of Success: The Imagery-
Language Foundation for Teaching All 
Children to Read and Comprehend 
Mirabella I 
D F | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Lit Coach, 
Caregiver 
Keana Allert 

This session explores the nature and role of imagery 
in reading and comprehension for all readers, 
including struggling learners and those with special 
needs. Many children experience weakness in 
creating imagery which causes weak literacy skills. 
New research suggests that the dual-coding of 
imagery and language is a critical factor in language 
comprehension and word reading. Supported by key 
research findings, and 35 years of instructional 
experience, this session reveals that imagery is a 
primary sensory-cognitive power source that can be 
developed for reading independence in all children. 

 

Building Relationships: Establishing 
Positive Family and Community 
Connections 
Mirabella J 
D E U | Levels: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, Admin, ELL, 
Caregiver 
Crystal Cook, Erin Luster 

The session will focus on the importance of building 
relationships and positive rapport with students and 
families. The session is built around the Flamboyan 
Foundation and Harvard Family Research Projects’ 
Successful Family Engagement in the Classroom: 
What Teachers Need to Know and Be Able to do to 
Engage Families in Raising Students Achievement 
and other relevant family research.  

Bringing the Classics to Life  
Oakleigh A 
L D E | Levels: PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8 
Heather Miller 

We all want our students to read the classics.The 
benefits of exposure to classic texts are richer 
vocabularies, deeper understanding of plots and 
character traits, stronger powers of concentration, 
better writing skills and a deeper commitment to 
exploring the world of literature through reading. The 
challenge is how to integrate classic literature in 
classrooms, especially for readers whose current 
skills and desire to read are not up to the difficulty of 
the texts. The answer is through play versions of the 
classic literature which will be the topic of this 
presentation.  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TUESDAY LITERACY INSTITUTE, 9:15 - 3:45 

9:15 - 11:45 Rotation 1 
11:45 - 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 - 3:30 Rotation 2 

 

Tanny McGregor 
Oakleigh B 

Ink & Ideas: Sketchnotes for Engagement, 
Comprehension, & Thinking 

Students deserve to express themselves in a multitude 
of ways. Visual notetaking, or sketchnoting, is a versatile 
thinking tool that provides choice, boosts engagement, 
and invites deeper comprehension. In this session, we'll 
explore the research, and then get practical. You'll learn 

how to get started as a sketchnoter, how to launch this practice with students, and see 
how teachers across grade levels have welcomed sketchnoting into their instructional 
repertoire...all with pen or stylus in hand. 
 

Kami Butterfield 
Oakleigh C 

Out of This World Digital Literacy 

Take a virtual step into a paperless classroom where 
DIGITAL GURU Kami Butterfield teaches each and every 
day.  She will show you tech savvy tips and tricks to 
save time and will blow your student's minds.  With 
literacy and technology as her passion, you will see why 
parents, administrators, and students love her 21st 

century classroom.  Please bring your devices and be ready to have hands-on practice 
with the wealth of information she plans on sharing with you. 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PRESENTERS’ BIOS 
Barbara Adams. Barbara Adams, a certified, licensed speech-language pathologist, is a system-wide clinician for the Williamson County 
School district providing treatment to the early childhood population, mentoring clinicians, and delivering professional in-services for both SLPs 
and educators. She is also a graduate research assistant at Middle Tennessee State University pursuing a Ph.D. in literacy studies. 
Keana Allert. Ms. Allert is the Center Manager for Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes’ Memphis Learning Center. For ten years, she has 
worked with hundreds of children across Tennessee to help them improve their language and literacy skills. Ms. Allert holds a bachelor's degree 
in Engineering from Vanderbilt University and a master’s degree in Engineering from the University of Tennessee Health Science Center. 
Dea Auray. As co-founder/author and CEO of Empowering Writers, Dea Paoletta Auray is first and foremost an educator. A seasoned 
presenter and author of more than 20 books on writing, including publications for Scholastic Professional books, Dea has presented to 
thousands of teachers across North America. 
Ryan Bailey. Ryan has over 15 years experience in education and consulting. His knowledge of literature and intermediate teaching 
experience supports a variety of teaching models. 
Angie Barham. Angie is in her 29th year of teaching and has taught K, 3rd, and 1st/2nd multi-age. She has presented at the International 
Literacy Association conference for the past two yeard and has led multiple professional developments in her district. Angie has worked with 
the TN Department of Education as a writing range finding representative and a Read to be Ready coach.  
Jordan Bartlett. Jordan Bartlett is also a 1st grade teacher at Station Camp Elementary. She has 9 years of experience teaching primary 
grades. She is currently working on her Master's degree in reading.  
Regina Beckham. I have been teaching at AES for 15 years, where I have taught 2nd and 5th grades. Presently I teach 5th grade ELA and 
Social Studies. My husband and I have been married 32 years and have two daughters, one of which is a teacher and the other is a Registered 
Nurse. The joy of our lives is our 2 year old grandson, Maxx. I love reading, pinterest, and trips to the beach. 
Kimberly Bell. Kimberly Bell is currently the Elementary Coordinator for Wilson County Schools supporting eight Read to be Ready coaches 
and thirteen elementary schools. She is also finalizing her Ph.D. in Literacy with MTSU. She previously worked with TDOE as an Academic 
Consultant and is currently the president of The Children’s Reading Foundation of Mid-Cumberland.  
Cathy Birchett. Cathy Birchett currently serves as a Read to Be Ready coach for Wilson County Schools. Prior to coaching, she taught 
Kindergarten, Second, and Third grade with Metro Nashville Public Schools. Cathy provides district wide professional development for Grades 
K-5 on Effective Tier One instruction. 
Beverly Boulware. Beverly Joan Boulware is a Professor of Literacy Education at Middle Tennessee State University. She teaches courses in 
literacy, assessment, research and children’s literature. She has published papers in The Reading Teacher, Reading and Writing Quarterly, 
Journal of Reading Education, Reading Improvement, Early Years, and the Tennessee Reading Journal.  
Michele Bowman. Ms. Bowman has been a Library Media Specialist at Northview Intermediate School for the past 16 years. Prior to that, she 
was a Special Ed. teacher in Knox. County.  
Lucy Branam. Lucy Branam was born and raised in Jacksboro, TN, where she still resides. In addition to writing and designing, she enjoys 
reading, running, and spending time with friends. Lucy graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in English (with a creative writing concentration) 
from the University of Tennessee in Spring 2015. Her first picture book has recently been published by Sleeping Bear Press. 
Madeline Brumley. My name is Madeline Brumley, and I am a fourth grade teacher at Station Camp Elementary in Gallatin, Tennessee. This is 
my sixth year teaching fourth grade, and my third year as a departmentalized teacher teaching only ELA. I graduated from Auburn University 
with a degree in Elementary Education. I believe in making learning fun and engaging for all scholars! 
Carrie Buckner. Carrie Buckner is a graduate assistant working on her doctorate in literacy studies. She taught at the elementary school level 
for 14 years including JK, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades. 
Marlene Butler. Marlene Butler is a learning specialist, and serves as the coordinator of the EQUIP Learning Services Program for the 
elementary school at Lipscomb Academy and also serves on the Academic Leadership Team. She has presented at the national and regional 
level on all things literacy, and professional development design. 
Kami Butterfield. Kami Butterfield is a 23 year veteran teacher in the Baxter Springs (KS) School District. Her third grade classroom is 
completely paperless with the use of 1:1 iPads. She presents what she does in her classroom all over the United States. With the use of 4 free 
apps, the class produces projects, practices math, collaborates with others, explains their reading, finds text based evidence while reading, and 
creates amazing examples of their learning for their parents and peers to see. Last February, she was recognized as Midwest Spotlight 
Educator for 2017. 
Sarah Campbell. Sarah Campbell is a Texas native, with eleven years of Secondary English teaching experience. She is currently an 
instructional designer and adjunct instructor at the University of Mississippi. Sarah is also a English Education doctoral student at Olemiss. 
Bill Carey. Bill Carey is the founder of Tennessee History for Kids, the author of all Tennessee History for Kids booklets, and a monthly 
columnist for Tennessee Magazine.  
John Cary. John Cary teaches English at Camden Central High School in Benton County, TN and serves as an adjunct professor at Austin 
Peay State University teaching reading in secondary schools. He has more than twenty years of experience teaching high school ELA and 
served as PK-6 supervisor of instruction in the West Carroll Special School District for ten years. 
Chessica Cave. Chessica Cave is an assistant professor at Lincoln Memorial University. Dr. Cave provides expertise in the areas of teaching 
pedagogy, program administration, and curriculum development. Dr. Cave maintains a prolific agenda of researching, publishing, and 
presenting, especially in the areas of best practices and knowing students. 
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Dr. Judy Cheatham. Prior to becoming Provost of Martin Methodist College, Dr. Cheatham was vice president of Reading is Fundamental in 
Washington, DC. She has done in-depth research in the area of summer learning loss. She has also done focused research on reading 
achievement in low income rural children. 
Beth Christian, Ph.D. Dr. Christian is a professor in Teaching and Learning, Literacy, Diversity and Research in the College of Education and 
Behavioral Sciences, Tennessee State University. She is the Off-Campus Program Director of the 2 + 2, K-6 Licensure Program in Articulation 
with Volunteer State Community College, Gallatin Tennessee. 
Vanessa Christofoli. Vanessa Christofoli is a National Content Specialist with Heinemann Publishing. Vanessa served as an influencial leader 
in Professional Development as a Literacy Specialist and Reading Recovery teacher. In addition, she has experience as a K-5 elementary 
classroom teacher as well as a Special Education and Gifted Specialist.  
Carrie Clabo. Dr. Clabo was a primary school librarian for 27 years in Pigeon Forge, TN. She has been the Director of School Libraries for the 
Sevier County School System for the past 3 years, and she has loved every minute of those 30 years. 
Katy Clayton. Katry Clayton is in her 7th year of teaching and currently serves as a fourth grade ELA teacher at Lipscomb Academy Lower 
School. Katy has presented literacy sessions both at TAIS and Christian Schools Inservice. Katy works closely with Lipscomb University 
Missions Department and has been involved as a leader taking students and teachers to Africa and Haiti to provide teacher training.  
Crystal Cook. Dr. Crystal D. Cook is a Family and Community Engagement Advisor in Memphis. She has 16 years of teaching experience. 
She completed her Bachelor of Science in Education degree at Texas Woman’s University. She obtained her MS in Reading and Doctor of 
Education degree in Instruction and Curriculum at the University of Memphis, with emphasis on literacy and language acquisition for English 
Learners. 
Sandra Crabtree. Mrs. Sandra Crabtree has been in education for the last eighteen (18) years, with most of her experience being in the middle 
school setting. She is currently the Federal Programs/Instructional Coaches Supervisor for Grundy County. She earned her Ed.S in 
Instructional Leadership from Tennessee Tech. She is married to Victor. They have three (3) children and three (3) granddaughters. 
Brandi Crass. Brandi Crass is a 2nd grade teacher who works with young learners using research-based methods. A Read to Be Ready 
participating teacher, Mrs. Crass implements balanced literacy to engage and motivate students with complex text and vocabulary. 
Nicole Crouch. My name is Nicole Crouch. This is my nineteenth year in education. I have taught 1st, 2nd, 6th-8th grades, and five years as in 
RTI. I am currently the District Early Learning Coordinator for Warren County TN. My roles include overseeing our VPK grant and pre-k 
classrooms, portfolios for pre-k and kindergarten, being a district Read to be Ready Literacy Coach, and pursuing my doctorate. 
Karen DiBella. Dr. DiBella taught reading in southwest FL for over 6 years prior to coming to UT Martin in 2013. She has an undergraduate 
degree from Penn State University, a master’s degree in reading, and a doctorate in curriculum and instruction with a concentration in reading 
from Florida Gulf Coast University. Currently, she serves as an Associate Professor at UTM where she teaches literacy courses. 
District Coordinators. Mary Pullen serves the West Tn area, Kristin Trent serves the East Tennessee area, Mary Truka serves the western 
portion of Middle Tennessee, and Melanie Collins serves the eastern portion of Middle Tennessee. All 4 of the district coordinators are Past 
Presidents in LAT, and work with our State Coordinator to support current and developing local chapters.  
Tammi Dobson. Tammi Dobson is a 1st grade teacher at Station Camp Elementary, which is in the Sumner County School district. This is her 
7th year as a classroom teacher. Tammi recently obtained her reading specialist endorsement.  
Betsy Donlon. I teach education methods courses, children's literature, and supervise student teachers at Aquinas College. Prior to coming to 
Aquinas, I taught elementary school (1st, 2nd, 5th grades) and also served as principal. I earned my Bachelor's degree at Vanderbilt University 
and Master's and Doctoral degrees at Lipscomb University. I am passionate about using high-quality literature in the classroom!  
Janice Edgar. I have been teaching for over 24 years with experience in preschool, grade 4, and grade 5. Currently my position is Curriculum 
Director for English Language Arts and Social Studies. I work deliberately to create an academic calendar with good pacing and solid-research 
based best practices. I create and deliver professional development in the area of Literacy and Social Studies. 
Shimikqua Ellis. Shimikqua Ellis is a graduate instructor for the Teacher Education department at the University of Mississippi. She taught 
English grades 9- 12 at Hazelwood East High School in St. Louis, Missouri for nine years. Her professional credentials include a degree in 
English from Clark-Atlanta University, and a Masters in the Arts of Teaching degree from Webster University.  
Anne Evans. Anne Evans, retired K-3 Literacy Consultant at NC DPI. She worked with the state for 4 years assisting with the statewide 
implementation of the NC Read to Achieve legislation. She has been serving in education in North Carolina for 36 years. Currently, she is 
working as a literacy consultant with districts across NC to support teachers, administrators and parents in habits of balanced literacy. 
Carl Febles. Mr. Carl Febles is in his third year as the Executive Principal at J. E. Moss Elementary School in Antioch, TN and his seventh year 
as an administrator in the Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools. Prior to becoming an administrator, Mr. Febles served as a Title I Coordinator 
and Music Specialist at Neely's Bend Elementary School in Madison, TN.  
Claudette Fizer. Claudette has taught elementary school for 15 years, middle school math for 8 years and is now the Parent and Community 
Engagement Coordinator and Homeless Liaison for Cheatham County Schools.  
Katie Garner. Katie Garner, M.Ed., combines twenty years experience in early grade classrooms across the US and abroad, with a passion for 
infusing brain science into literacy and learning. Her “backdoor” approach to phonics mastery via the brain’s social-emotional learning systems 
has been shared in lecture/panel discussion at Harvard and MIT as part of the Learning & Brain Research Consortium and Consortium.Katie 
Garner. Katie Garner, M.Ed., combines twenty years experience in early grade classrooms across the US and abroad, with a passion for 
infusing brain science into literacy and learning. Her “backdoor” approach to phonics mastery via the brain’s social-emotional learning systems 
has been shared in lecture/panel discussion at Harvard and MIT as part of the Learning & Brain Research Consortium and Consortium. 
Suze Gilbert. Suze Gilbert is Lead Faculty for Reading Specialty at Lipscomb University.  
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Beth Gotcher. Beth has taught in Maryville City Schools for 11 years and has taught K, 2nd, and 4th grade. She completed her Ph.D. with a 
concentration in Leadership Studies from UTK. She has presented at the International Literacy Association conference for the past two years 
and led multiple professional developments in her district. In 2017 she was selected as a Hope Street Group TN Teacher Fellow.  
Brittany Gray. Brittany Gray is a 1st grade teacher who works with young learners using research-based methods. A Read to Be Ready 
participating teacher, Mrs. Gray implements a balanced literacy approach to engage and motivate students with complex text and vocabulary. 
Jennifer Guerra. Jennifer has been an instructional leader, charged with implementing standards, intervention, curriculum materials, 
professional development and coaching in K–6 schools. Jennifer has over 25 years in experience as a classroom teacher, Instructional Coach 
and Literacy Specialist. She is passionate about teachers, students and improving the overall system of education. 
Carolyn Guthrie. Carolyn Guthrie is the Retired Director of K-3 Literacy at NC DPI. Carolyn worked with the department for 10 years serving in 
various early childhood/elementary roles. She led the division that was charged with the statewide implementation of the NC Read to Achieve 
legislation. She has been serving in education in NC for 40 years at the classroom, school, district and state level.  
Kim Harkreader. Kim Harkreader is a two time, Sumner County Schools, Teacher of the Year. She taught 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade for 11 years 
before entering her current role for 5 years as a Title I Reading Specialist. She has a masters degree in reading & math but her passion is 
literacy & student/family engagement! She loves sharing & collaborating with others & can’t wait to share her knowledge with others! 
Dorian Harrison. Dr. Dorian Harrison is an assistant professor of education and Director of Clinical Practice in the Department of Education. 
She holds a PhD in Curriculum and Instruction, specializing in Language and Literacy, from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr. 
Dorian Harrison is an assistant professor of education and Director of Clinical Practice in the Department of Education.  
Jill Henderson. Dr. Jill Henderson is a teacher with experience in both regular and special education who recently transitioned to higher 
education. She is a literacy and literature teacher who has worked with students from emergent literacy to advanced high school seniors. She 
is at the intersection of two great loves when she gets to talk about children's literature featuring characters with disabilities. 
Melinda Hirschmann. As Assistant Director for Educational Services at the TN Center for the Study and Treatment of Dyslexia, Melinda 
collaborates with schools on PD for reading instruction and intervention. She earned her M.Ed. in Special Education from Tennessee State 
University and her Ed.D. from Lipscomb University. She had the pleasure and challenge of teaching adolescent struggling readers for 10 years.  
Jamie Horner. Hi! I'm Jamie Horner, and I love PreK! Teaching is an absolute passion of mine, and I love to see my students grow and 
discover daily! Along with being a teacher, I am happily married to my husband Kyle.  
Suzanne Howell. Suzanne Howell serves as the LA Reading Specialist/Literacy Coach. She provides reading intervention and works closely 
with teachers as they strive for effective literacy instruction. She has presented on the national, regional, and local level on various literacy 
topics. Suzanne has been involved as a leader taking LU college students and teachers to Haiti to provide teacher training.  
Brooke Jenkins. MEdITL candidate 
Jennifer Jordan. Dr. Jennifer Jordan is a clinical associate professor of elementary education at the University of Tennessee. Her research 
focuses on emergent literacy and she is particularly interested in how language shapes literacy development, especially writing development, in 
the early years of school.  
Pamela Jukes. Dr. Pamela Jukes is a Professor at Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, Kentucky where she teaches graduate and 
undergraduate courses in elementary education. Her research interests include using storytelling as a basis for developing young learners' 
language fluency and listening comprehension. 
Randall Kincaid. Randall Kincaid serves as the Director of Early Childhood for the Sevier County and a LAT Board Member. Randall has held 
all positions in the LAT, including State Coordinator. A tenured teacher of 43 years, an adjunct professor for ETSU, a member of the TSBOE 
Reading Panel Committee . Published articles on reading in the Tennessee Reading Teacher andthe ILA’s magazine, Reading Today. 
Cheryl Lambert. Assistant Professor at Austin Peay State University, Eriksson College of Education.  
Leslie Laud. Dr. Leslie Laud has taught at Bank Street College and Teachers College, Columbia University, coaches in several Massachusetts 
school districts and consults nationally on how to bring evidence-based practices into writer’s workshop in innovative, engaging and rigorous 
ways. She has authored several books on literacy instruction, published peer-reviewed studies and presents often at ILA and NCTE.  
Katie Liggett. Katie Liggett has taught 19 years in Williamson County Schools. She has successfully taught students from low socio- economic 
areas as well as more affluent communities. She was honored to present at the 2017 TRA Conference, the 29th Midsouth Reading & Writing 
Conference, and the 2018 Kentucky Reading Conference. She is excited to share her reading strategy posters and sticker system. 
Erin Luster. Dr. Erin Y. Luster serves as a Family and Community Engagement Advisor in Memphis. Since 2005, she has served as a public 
school educator working as a classroom teacher, school instructional facilitator, and member of the district's central office academic team. She 
holds degrees from The University of Tennessee- Knoxville and Union University-Germantown.  
Masoud Mahmoodi-Shahrebabaki. I received my Masters in Applied Linguistics in 2016. Currently, I am a second-year doctoral student at the 
MTSU. 
Melanie Maxwell. Melanie Maxwell is the principal at Middle Tennessee Christian School.  
Meghann McFadden. Meghann McFadden has taught ELA for nine years at the same school that she attended middle school. Meghann has a 
theatrical background that she uses to incorporate hands on learning into the ELA classroom. Meghann has served as Lead Teacher for two 
years for the Clarksville Montgomery County School System and currently serves as the Chair for Mid-Cumberland Literacy Association.  
Tanny McGregor. Internationally-known teacher and conference speaker Tanny McGregor brings over 30 years of professional experience to 
her popular sessions. Originally an elementary school teacher, Tanny has served as a literacy coach, gifted intervention specialist, and preK-12 
staff developer. She is the author of three books. In addition to writing and consulting, Tanny serves as a teacher on special assignment for 
West Clermont Schools in Cincinnati, Ohio. She and her husband Miles have four daughters and three grandsons. Follow her on Twitter 
@TannyMcG! 
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Quanisha Mclain. Hi, my name is Quanisha McClain. I am a graduate student at Middle Tennessee State University. I am in the initial licensure 
program. 
Heather Miller. Heather Miller leads LePage-Miller, Inc, an education firm based in New York City. A former Editorial Director in educational 
publishing, Ms Miller holds graduate degrees from MIT and Harvard as well as a BFA from NYU's Tisch School of the Arts. She has designed 
literacy programs for students across the K-18 spectrum and has written over 30 plays for children.  
Katie Mixon. Katie is a 3rd grade teacher in East Tennessee. She currently serves as her school's Read to be Ready coach and Learning 
Leader. She has a Master of Education in Reading from Carson-Newman University.  
Eula Monroe. Eula Monroe, professor emerita of both Western Kentucky University and Brigham Young University, has taught elementary 
students and classroom teachers and has written and consulted extensively on literacy-mathematics relationships. She coedited Deepening 
Students’ Mathematical Understanding With Children’s Literature, scheduled for Fall release by the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics. 
Jennifer Moore. Dr. Jennifer Moore is a bit of a nerd. She has spent her 20-year career as a teacher, teacher coach, and principal, helping 
schools meet the needs of children and their families. She has primarily served students of color, English language learners, and families living 
in poverty. She has National Board Certification in Early and Middle Childhood Literacy as well as TEFL Certification. 
Kelly Moore. Kelly Moore is a lecturer in the College of Education an Tennessee Tech University. She teaches science courses for 
undergraduate and graduate students at Tech.  
Rob Morris. MEdITL candidates 
Brittany Pardue. MEdITL candidate 
Janet Parker. Dr. Parker believes education should be engaging and fun. She has served in K-12 schools for 30 years providing classroom 
instruction and working in administration. Her primary focus has been literacy, achieving National Board certification and Early Literacy Trainer 
certification. Her research focus is in early literacy. Currently, she teaches at Cumberland University.  
Ann Patterson. Ann Patterson is a graduate of Western Kentucky University with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education. Graduate 
studies completed at University of Houston. Texas teacher in the Alief Independent School District and a Language Arts Specialist. National/
regional consultant as well as representative for three large publishers. Currently the Account Executive for Istation.  
Angela Peery. Dr. Angela Peery is an author and consultant who works in the US and abroad to support educators in improving instruction. 
She is the author of 13 professional books for teachers, with the most recent three focusing on vocabulary learning. 
Judy Pierce. Dr. Judy Pierce is a Professor of Education at Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, Kentucky. As a native from West 
Virginia, she grew up in a culture where storytelling was a way of life. She has participated in numerous storytelling events and conducted 
many workshops on storytelling for teachers and elementary students. 
Ciara Pittman. Ciara Pittman is an English Teacher at Cookeville High School and the membership chair of The Upper Cumberland Literacy 
Association. She is also in her final year of studying literacy in Tennessee Technological University's PhD program. She is the UCLA 
Membership Chair. 
Kim Raybon. Kim Raybon has been in education for 26 years. I began my career as a kindergarten teacher and first grade teacher. After 18 
years, I left the classroom to become an Interventionist for one year. I then became an Instructional Coach and have been serving in that 
capacity for 7 years. For the past 5 years, I have served on various committees with the TDOE and led summer teacher trainings. 
Vicki Risko. Dr. Vicki Risko was on the faculty of Vanderbilt University for 35 years, a member of language, literacy, and culture area of the 
Department of Teaching and Learning. Vicki was the 2011-2012 President of the International Reading Association and in 2011, was inducted 
into the Reading Hall of Fame.  
Amy Leigh Rogers. Amy Leigh Rogers, Ph.D., is a lecturer in the College of Education an Tennessee Tech University. She teaches literacy 
courses for undergraduate students at Tech. She serves as Treasurer of the Upper Cumberland Literacy Association. Dr. Rogers taught five 
years in public school prior to joining the faculty at TTU.  
Teaka Rolen. Hello, my name is Teak Rolen, and I am beginning my 11th year teaching PreK. I have enjoyed every minute of teaching PreK! 
Who else would ever get to go to work and have this much fun! However, with all the fun, I have had to adapt with ever-changing expectations 
and standards all while having a positive outlook and the best interest of my kids. I am also a mom to two great kids, Ridge and Aliza! 
Rachael Ross. Dr. Rachael Ross is an Assistant Professor of Elementary Education at the University of Memphis. She is a former 
Kindergarten and second grade teacher and has served in leadership roles at both the school and district level. She is passionate about 
children's literature, developing early literacy skills, and social justice education. 
April Sakowicz. April Sakowicz is Instructional Supervisor for Giles County Schools. She was an elementary teacher in Maury County Schools 
for 6 years and has published research about reading achievement in elementary age children. 
Shawna Sampson. Shawna Sampson is a Senior, K-5 major at UT Martin. She is currently serving as a teacher candidate enrolled in 
Residency I Courses & Field Experiences and will graduate in May 2019. 
Katie Schrodt. Katie Schrodt is a literacy professor at Middle Tennessee State University.  
Angela Shelton. Angela Shelton taught in early childhood classrooms and served as an instructional coach before moving to higher education. 
She now shares her passion for early literacy and engaging classroom practices with current and aspiring teachers through in-service 
opportunities. 
Ruta Sepetys. Ruta is an internationally acclaimed author of historical fiction published in over 50 countries and 36 languages. Salt to the Sea 
is a #1 New York Times bestseller and Carnagie Medal Winner. Between Shades of Gray and Out of the Easy are both New York Times and 
international bestsellers as well as Carnegie Medal nominees. The U.S. film release of “Ashes in the Snow” (film adaption of Between Shades 
of Gray) is set for January 11. 
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Ginger Simons. Ginger Simons, a career early childhood educator, has taught for 28 years at North Todd Elementary School. She attended 
Austin Peay, Western Kentucky, and Murray State, earning degrees in Elementary Education, Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education, and 
Environmental Education. The latter prepared her to participate in environmental sustainability programs in both Austria and Switzerland.  
Dr. Tina Smith. Dr. Smith has taught literacy and elementary methods courses at Martin Methodist College for the past 12 years. Prior to that, 
she taught a variety of grade levels and subjects for 25 years in three states. Her focus areas are literacy, assessment, and the training of 
substitute teachers. 
Kristi Snyder. I am currently a Literacy Coach with the Life Grant for Neiswonger. Before this year I taught 7th grade ELA at Jefferson Middle 
School in Jefferson County, TN. 
Amber Spears. Amber Spears, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the College of Education an Tennessee Tech University. She teaches literacy 
courses for undergraduate and doctoral students at Tech. She serves as Chair of the Upper Cumberland Literacy Association. Dr. Spears 
taught in public school for four years prior to joining the faculty at TTU.  
Stephanie Stauning. Stephanie Stauning is an educator in Metro Nashville Public Schools. She holds a M.Ed in Special Education and a B.S 
in Elementary Education. She was chosen for the Ayers Program at Lipscomb University and is currently working toward her Ed.S in 
Educational Leadership.  
Angela Stone. A former middle school teacher and Read to be Ready Coach, currently a Reading instructor at Austin Peay State University, 
Eriksson College of Education, who loves reading and has a heart for teachers and student learning.  
Lisa Troglin. Mrs. Lisa Troglin has been employed by the Grundy County School System for the last twenty-eight (28) years. She has twenty-
three (23) years of classroom experience, and is currently serving as an instructional/R2BR coach. She earned her Ed.S in Instructional 
Leadership from Tennessee Tech in Cookeville, Tennessee. Mrs. Troglin loves to travel! Please ask her about her pyramid adventure!!!! 
Wil Turner. MEdITL Candidate 
Nora Vines. Dr. Nora Vines is a clinical assistant professor of elementary education at the University of Tennessee. Her research interests 
include early literacy, especially developmental word study, literacy assessment, and differentiated reading instruction.  
Susan Wagner. Susan Wagner is Assistant Professor at LMU. She received her Ph.D. in Literacy Studies from the UT and presents nationally 
on instructional strategies. She is President of the Smoky Mountain Literacy Council and is also a member of the Literacy Association of 
Tennessee, the International Literacy Association, and the National Council of Teachers of English.  
Natalia Ward. Dr. Natalia Ward is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the East Tennessee State 
University. She received a PhD degree in Literacy Studies from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. She has taught English as a Second 
Language and English as a Foreign Language at the elementary school level in the US and Russia. Her research interests include equitable 
education and assessment for multilingual learners, literacy and biliteracy, and education policy enactment in local contexts. 
Jennifer Webb. Dr. Jennifer Webb is an instructional/R2BR coach for the Grundy County School System. She spent fifteen (15) years in the 
classroom as a middle school science and reading instructor. She earned her doctorate in Leadership and Professional Practice from Trevecca 
Nazarene University in Nashville, Tennessee. She is married to Grant Webb and enjoys spending time with her four (4) children. 
Debbie Webster. I am an 8th grade ELA teacher at Maury Middle School in Jefferson County. This year will start my 41st year of teaching. My 
experience comes from K-8th grades. I also coach extracurricular activities such as: Cross Country, Drama, Writer's Club, Night of the Arts, and 
play piano for the Chorus. 
Kimberly Williams. Dr. Williams served as a mathematics teacher and district level administrator in Texas prior to coming to UT Martin. Dr. 
Williams earned her bachelor’s degree from UTM, her Educational Leadership degree from the University of Phoenix, and her doctoral degree 
from Liberty University. Currently, she serves as an Associate Professor at UT Martin teaching assessment and mathematical methods 
courses. 
Stephanie Williams. My name is Stephanie Williams, and I am a fourth grade writing teacher at Station Camp Elementary. I have four years 
experience in third grade, and am entering my first year as a departmentalized teacher in fourth grade. I graduated from Tennessee State 
University with a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education. I believe that the better readers students are, the better writers they will become. 
Sarah Williamson. Sarah Williamson is in her 12th year of teaching and currently serves as a fourth grade ELA teacher at Lipscomb Academy 
Lower School. Sarah has presented literacy sessions both at TAIS and Christian Schools Inservice. Sarah works closely with Lipscomb 
University Missions Department and has been involved as a leader taking students and teachers to Africa and Haiti to provide teacher training.  
Sherrie Wilson. I am presently in my 15th year of teaching. I have a Bachelors and Masters Degree from Freed Hardeman University. I have 
taught 1st, 6th, and currently 5th grade ELA for the past several years. I love to read, travel and spend time with my family. I have 2 daughters 
in college and my husband and I have been married for 33 years. Reading is my passion!! 
Dawn Young. Dawn Young Ed.S has spent her life teaching children to Make Good Choices. Hw career ranges from teacher, principal, teacher 
evaluator, author, and intervention specialist.  
Katy Zamer. Katy Zamer is a classroom teacher who has taught elementary school for 9 years in Virginia, Florida, and Tennessee. She holds a 
Master’s degree in Curriculum & Instruction with a literacy focus and holds a reading specialist endorsement. She is currently teaching 
kindergarten at Prescott South Elementary School in Putnam County, TN. 
Joanna Zimmerle. A former elementary school teacher for ten years, Dr. Joanna Zimmerle is an Assistant Professor of Education in the 
Eriksson College of Education at Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee. Her research interests include teacher education, 
online learning, digital responsibility, and social media in education. 
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HISTORY OF LAT LEADERSHIP 

Past Tennessee Reading Association State Coordinators 

1966-1969            Donald Neville 
1969-1972            Mary Tom Berry 
1972-1974            Emma Rutledge 
1974-1979            Mildred Chapman 
1979-1981            Mitchell Wright 
1981-1987            J. Estill Alexander  

1987-1997            Hoyte Snow 
1997-2002            Elinor Ross 
2002-2007            Ann Harris 
2007-2011            Randall Kincaid 
2011-2016            Jana Crosby 

TRA Past Presidents 
1966-1967            Mary Tom Berry 
1967-1968            Sophia Brotherton 
1968-1969            Evelyn Orr 
1969-1970            Polly Hargrove 
1970-1971            Emma Rutledge 
1971-1972            Mildred Chapman 
1972-1973            Brenda Kolker 
1973-1974            Walter Helms 
1974-1975            Elizabeth Brashears 
1975-1976            J. Estill Alexander 
1976-1977            Betty Denton 
1977-1978            Mitchell Wright 
1978-1979            Jewell Rudicil 
1979-1980            Robert Kaiser 
1980-1981            Helen Brown 
1981-1982            Elizabeth Hyder Vines 
1982-1983            Martha Ann Dulin 
1983-1984            Hoyte Snow 
1984-1985            Edna Minaya 
1985-1986            Elinor Ross 
1986-1987            Linda Knowles 
1987-1988            Betty Roe 
1988-1989            Judith Cannizzaro 
1989-1990            Mildred Wade 
1990-1991            Peggy Wright       
1991-1992            Kay Watts 

1992-1993            Carolyn McCarter 
1993-1994            Lillian Ward 
1994-1995            Richard Potts 
1995-1996            Julia Olive 
1996-1997            Sharon Lassiter 
1997-1998            Carolyn Ingram 
1998-1999            Clementine Chamberlain 
1999-2000            Mary Pullen 
2000-2001            Valerie Copeland-Rutledge 
2001-2002            Sandy Smith 
2002-2003            Vickie Manus 
2003-2004            Randall Kincaid 
2004-2005            Margaret Deitrich 
2005-2006            Helen Johnson 
2006-2007            Cathy Moran 
2007-2008            Delise Sanders 
2008-2009            Kristen Pennycuff Trent 
2009-2010            Jana Crosby 
2010-2011            Melissa Brock 
2011-2012            Deborah Setliff 
2012-2013            Kathy Brashears 
2013-2014            Angel Viera 
2014-2015            Melanie Collins 
2015-2016            Mike Roe 
2016-2017            Nancy Carter 
2017-2018	       Mary Truka 
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CONFERENCE CENTER MAP 
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EXHIBITORS 
95 Percent Group Inc. 
Kris Heckman 
kheckman@95percentgroup.com 
www.95percentgroup.com


Amplify 
Mindi Jones 
mijones@amplify.com 
amplify.com


Barefoot Books 
Patti Butas 
pkbutas@gmail.com 
www.barefootbooks.com/Patti-butas


Benchmark Education 
Lisa Bogle 
lbogle@benchmarkeducation.com 
www.benchmarkeducation.com


Bound to Stay Bound 
Becky Jackman 
sales@btsb.com 
www.btsb.com


Bridgeview Educational Resources 
Christopher Opstad 
copstad@comcast.net 
www.bridgevieweducation.com


Burrow Library Services 
Brenda Burrow 
brenda4books@aol.com 
burrowlibraryservices.com


CERTS/Okapi/Center for the 
Collaborative Classroom 
Ron Cox 
rc.certs@gmail.com 
www.certseducation.com


Chart Chicks 
Melissa McElveen 
melissa@chartchicks.com 
www.chartchicks.com


Comprehension Kids 
Karen A Wanamaker 
kafw@bellsouth.net 
www.comprehensionkids.com


Curriculum Associates 
James Pinckley 
jpinckley@cainc.com 
www.curriculumassociates.com


Empowering Writers 
Art Jureller 
askus@empoweringwriters.com 
www.empoweringwriters.com


Everything a.DOOR.able 
Monica Duncan 
monica.duncan@yahoo.com 
www.facebook.com/everythinga.door.able 

Frog Publications 
Helene Bradley 
conferences@frog.com 
www.frog.com


Grand Canyon University 
Mindy Grahovac 
mindy.grahovac@gcu.edu 
www.gcu.edu/udc/mindy.grahovac


Heinemann Publishing 
McKenna DeMelo 
mckenna.demelo@heinemann.com 
www.heinemann.com


Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Heather Jenkins 
lisa.clisham@hmhco.com 
hmhco.com


Istation 
Ann Patterson 
apatterson@istation.com 
www.istation.com
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Lindamood-Bell 
Keana Allert 
keana.allert@lindamoodbell.com 
lindamoodbell.com/location/nashville-tn-
learning-center 

LuLaRoe Kristi Reid 
Kendell Reid 
kjreid33@gmail.com 
www.stitchesofliberty.com


McGraw Hill Education 
Jerry Weaver 
jerry.weaver@mheducation.com 
www.mheducation.com/prek-12


Middle Tennessee Educational 
Therapy 
Sandy Parus 
sandyparus@mtedtherapy.com 
www.mtedtherapy.com


MTSU Elementary & Special Education 
Katie Schrodt 
Katie.Schrodt@mtsu.edu 
www.mtsu.edu/elementary


MTSU Literacy Studies Ph.D. Program 
Angela Morrell 
Angela.Morrell@mtsu.edu 
www.mtsu.edu/literacy


National Geographic Learning /
Cengage Learning 
Michael Gasparic 
michael.gasparic@cengage.com 
NGL.Centage.com/school


Pearson 
Melinda Parish 
melinda.parish@pearson.com 
pearson.com


Read-Able Learning Clinic 
Katherine Crews 
kate.crews@gmail.com 
readablelearningclinic.com


Ready Reading 
Faye Crow 
faye@readyreading.com 
www.readyreading.com



Scholastic Education 
Stacy Muir 
smuir@scholastic.com 
www.scholastic.com/home


Sleeping Bear Press/Cherry Lake 
Publishing 
Audrey Mitnick 
amy.patrick@sleepingbearpress.com 
www.sleepingbearpress.com


Tennessee Technological University 
Jeremy Wendt 
jwendt@tntech.edu 
www.tntech.edu/education


The University of Tennessee at Martin 
Karen DiBella 
kdibella@utm.edu 
utm.edu/edgrad


TN History for Kids 
Bill Carey 
bill@tnhistoryforkids.org 
www.tnhistoryforkids.org


TN-IDA 
Danielle Kaczynski 
dwk_tx@yahoo.com 
www.tnida.org


Townsend Press 
George Henry 
tpatnj@gmail.comn 
www.townsendpress.com


Voyager Sopris Learning 
Jeffrey Vincent 
jeffrey.vincent@voyagersopris.com 
www.voyagersopris.com


Zaner-Bloser 
Jeanne Jenkins 
jeanne.jenkins@zaner-bloser.com 
www.zaner-bloser.com 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TAKE NOTE…. 
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE 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Thank you for being part of the 
2018 Literacy Association 

Annual Conference! 

We hope to see you again - 
December 8-10, 2019! 
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